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Chapter 1 - The Church of Christ

The Object of His Supreme Regard [GENERAL
CONFERENCE BULLETIN, 1893, PAGES 408, 409.

READ BEFORE THE GENERAL CONFERENCE IN SESSION,
FEBRUARY 26, 1899.]

Melbourne, Australia, December 23, 1892.
Dear Brethren of the General Conference:

| testify to my brethren and sisters that the church of Christ, enfeebled and
defective as it may be, is the only object on earth on which He bestows His
supreme regard. While He extends to all the world His invitation to come to Him
and be saved, He commissions His angels to render divine help to every soul that
cometh to Him in repentance and contrition, and He comes personally by His Holy
Spirit into the midst of His church. "If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord,
who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared. |
walit for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in His word do | hope. My soul waiteth for
the Lord more than they that watch for the morning. . . . Let Israel hope in the Lord:
for with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption. And He
shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities."”

(15.1)

Ministers and all the church, let this be our language, from hearts that respond to
the great goodness and love of God to us as a people and to us individually, "Let
Israel hope in the Lord from henceforth and forever.” "Ye that stand in the house of
the Lord, in the courts of the house of our God, praise the Lord; for the Lord is good:
sing praises unto His name; for it is pleasant. For the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto
Himself, and Israel for His peculiar treasure. For | know that the
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Lord is great, and that our Lord is above all gods." Consider, my brethren and
sisters, that the Lord has a people, a chosen people, His church, to be His own, His
own fortress, which He holds in a sin-stricken, revolted world; and He intended that
no authority should be known in it, no laws be acknowledged by it, but His own.

(15.2)

Satan has a large confederacy, his church. Christ calls them the synagogue of
Satan because the members are the children of sin. The members of Satan's
church have been constantly working to cast off the divine law, and confuse the
distinction between good and evil. Satan is working with great power in and



through the children of disobedience to exalt treason and apostasy as truth and
loyalty. And at this time the power of his satanic inspiration is moving the living
agencies to carry out the great rebellion against God that commenced in heaven.

(16.1)
Clear, Decided Distinctions

At this time the church is to put on her beautiful garments--"Christ our
righteousness." There are clear, decided distinctions to be restored and
exemplified to the world in holding aloft the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus. The beauty of holiness is to appear in its native luster in contrast with the
deformity and darkness of the disloyal, those who have revolted from the law of
God. Thus we acknowledge God and recognize His law, the foundation of His
government in heaven and throughout His earthly dominions. His authority should
be kept distinct and plain before the world, and no laws are to be acknowledged
that come in collision with the laws of Jehovah. If in defiance of God's
arrangements the world be
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allowed to influence our decisions or our actions, the purpose of God is defeated.
However specious the pretext, if the church waver here, there is written against her
in the books of heaven a betrayal of the most sacred trusts, and treachery to the
kingdom of Christ. The church is firmly and decidedly to hold her principles before
the whole heavenly universe and the kingdoms of the world; steadfast fidelity in
maintaining the honor and sacredness of the law of God will attract the notice and
admiration of even the world, and many will, by the good works which they shall
behold, be led to glorify our Father in heaven. The loyal and true bear the
credentials of heaven, not of earthly potentates. All men shall know who are the
disciples of Christ, chosen and faithful, and shall know them when crowned and
glorified as those who honored God and whom He has honored, bringing them into
possession of an eternal weight of glory. . . .

(16.2)

The Lord has provided His church with capabilities and blessings, that they may
present to the world an image of His own sufficiency, and that His church may be
complete in Him, a continual representation of another, even the eternal world, of
laws that are higher than earthly laws. His church is to be a temple built after the
divine similitude, and the angelic architect has brought his golden measuring rod
from heaven, that every stone may be hewed and squared by the divine
measurement and polished to shine as an emblem of heaven, radiating in all
directions the bright, clear beams of the Sun of Righteousness. The church is to be
fed with manna from heaven and to be kept under the sole guardianship of His
grace. Clad in complete armor of light and righteousness, she enters upon her final
conflict. The dross, the worthless material, will
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be consumed, and the influence of the truth testifies to the world of its sanctifying,
ennobling character. . . .

(17.2)
Divine Experiments

The Lord Jesus is making experiments on human hearts through the exhibition of
His mercy and abundant grace. He is effecting transformations so amazing that
Satan, with all his triumphant boasting, with all his confederacy of evil united
against God and the laws of His government, stands viewing them as a fortress
impregnable to his sophistries and delusions. They are to him an
incomprehensible mystery. The angels of God, seraphim and cherubim, the
powers commissioned to cooperate with human agencies, look on with
astonishment and joy, that fallen men, once children of wrath, are through the
training of Christ developing characters after the divine similitude, to be sons and
daughters of God, to act an important part in the occupations and pleasures of
heaven.

(18.1)

To His church, Christ has given ample facilities, that He may receive a large
revenue of glory from His redeemed, purchased possession. The church, being
endowed with the righteousness of Christ, is His depository, in which the wealth of
His mercy, His love, His grace, is to appear in full and final display. The declaration
in His intercessory prayer, that the Father's love is as great toward us as toward
Himself, the only-begotten Son, and that we shall be with Him where He is, forever
one with Christ and the Father, is a marvel to the heavenly host, and it is their great
joy. The gift of His Holy Spirit, rich, full, and abundant, is to be to His church as an
encompassing wall of fire, which the powers of hell shall not prevail against. In their
untainted purity and spotless perfection, Christ
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looks upon His people as the reward of all His suffering, His humiliation, and His
love, and the supplement of His glory--Christ, the great center from which radiates
all glory. "Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the
Lamb."

(18.2)
The Church the Property of God [REVIEW
AND HERALD, OCTOBER 17, 1893.]

The church is the property of God, and God constantly remembers her as she
stands in the world, subject to the temptations of Satan. Christ has never forgotten



the days of His humiliation. In passing from the scenes of His humiliation, Jesus
has lost none of His humanity. He has the same tender, pitying love, and is ever
touched with human woe. He ever bears in mind that He was a Man of Sorrows
and acquainted with grief. He forgets not His representative people who are
striving to uphold His downtrodden law. He knows that the world that hated Him,
hates them. Although Jesus Christ has passed into the heavens, there is still a
living chain binding His believing ones to His own heart of infinite love. The most
lowly and weak are bound by a chain of sympathy closely to His heart. He never
forgets that He is our representative, that He bears our nature.

(19.1)

Jesus sees His true church on the earth, whose greatest ambition is to cooperate
with Him in the grand work of saving souls. He hears their prayers, presented in
contrition and power, and Omnipotence cannot resist their plea for the salvation of
any tried, tempted member of Christ's body. "Seeing then that
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we have a great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God,
let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." Jesus ever liveth to
make intercession for us. Through our Redeemer what blessings may not the true
believer receive? The church, soon to enter upon her most severe conflict, will be
the object most dear to God upon earth. The confederacy of evil will be stirred with
power from beneath, and Satan will cast all the reproach possible upon the chosen
ones whom he cannot deceive and delude with his satanic inventions and
falsehoods. But exalted "to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to Israel,
and remission of sins," will Christ, our representative and head, close His heart, or
withdraw His hand, or falsify His promise? No; never, never.

(19.2)
Identified with His Church

God has a church, a chosen people; and could all see as | have seen how closely
Christ identifies Himself with His people, no such message would be heard as the
one that denounces the church as Babylon. God has a people who are laborers
together with Him, and they have gone straight forward, having His glory in view.
Listen to the prayer of our Representative in heaven: "Father, | will that they also,
whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where | am; that they may behold My glory."
Oh, how the divine Head longed to have His church with Him! They had fellowship
with Him in His suffering and humiliation,
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and it is His highest joy to have them with Him to be partakers of His glory. Christ
claims the privilege of having His church with Him. "l will that they also, whom Thou



hast given Me, be with Me where | am." To have them with Him is according to
covenant promise and agreement with His Father. He reverently presents at the
mercy seat His finished redemption for His people. The bow of promise encircles
our Substitute and Surety as He pours out His petition of love, "Father, | will that
they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where | am; that they may behold
My glory." We shall behold the King in His beauty, and the church will be glorified.

(20.1)

Like David, we may now pray, "It is time for Thee, Lord, to work: for they have
made void Thy law." Men have gone on in disobedience to God's law until they
have reached a point of insolence that is unparalleled. Men are training in
disobedience, and are fast approaching the limit of God's forbearance and love;
and God will surely interfere. He will surely vindicate His honor and repress the
prevailing iniquity. Will God's commandment-keeping people be carried away with
the prevailing iniquity? Will they be tempted, because universal scorn is placed
upon the law of God, to think less of that law which is the foundation of His
government both in heaven and in earth? No. To His church His law becomes
more precious, holy, honorable, as men cast upon it scorn and contempt. Like
David they can say, "They have made void Thy law. Therefore | love Thy
commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold. Therefore | esteem all Thy
precepts concerning all things to be right; and | hate every false way."

(21.1)

The church militant is not now the church triumphant;
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but God loves His church and describes through the prophet how He opposes and
resists Satan, who is clothing the children of God in the blackest and most defiled
garments, and pleading for the privilege of destroying them. The angels of God
were protecting them from the assaults of the enemy. The prophet says:

(21.2)

"And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord,
and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. And the Lord said unto Satan,
The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke
thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? Now Joshua was clothed with filthy
garments, and stood before the Angel. And He answered and spake unto those
that stood before Him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto
him He said, Behold, | have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and | will
clothe thee with change of raiment. And | said, Let them set a fair miter upon his
head. So they set a fair miter upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And
the Angel of the Lord stood by. And the Angel of the Lord protested unto Joshua,
saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If thou wilt walk in My ways, and if thou wilt
keep My charge, then thou shalt also judge My house, and shalt also keep My



courts, and | will give thee places to walk among these that stand by."
(22.1)
False Teachers to be Shunned

When men arise, claiming to have a message from God, but instead of warring
against principalities and powers, and the rulers of the darkness of this world, they
form a hollow square, and turn the weapons of warfare against the church militant,
be afraid of them. They do not bear the divine credentials. God has not
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given them any such burden of labor. They would tear down that which God would
restore by the Laodicean message. He wounds only that He may heal, not cause
to perish. The Lord lays upon no man a message that will discourage and
dishearten the church. He reproves, He rebukes, He chastens; but it is only that He
may restore and approve at last. How glad my heart was made by the report from
the General Conference that many hearts were softened and subdued, that many
made humble confessions, and cleared away from the door of the heart the
rubbish that was keeping the Saviour out. How glad | was to know that many
welcomed Jesus in as an abiding guest. How is it that these pamphlets denouncing
the Seventh-day Adventist Church as Babylon were scattered abroad everywhere,
at the very time when that church was receiving the outpouring of the Spirit of God?
How is it that men can be so deceived as to imagine that the loud cry consists in
calling the people of God out from the fellowship of a church that is enjoying a
season of refreshing? Oh, may these deceived souls come into the current, and
receive the blessing, and be endued with power from on high.

(22.2)

Every teacher must be a learner, that his eyes may be anointed to see the
evidences of the advancing truth of God. The beams of the Sun of Righteousness
must shine into his own heart if he would impart light to others.--Review and Herald,
February 18, 1890.
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(23.1)

Organization and Development
[CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE AND TEACHINGS
OF ELLEN G. WHITE, PAGES 192-205.]

It is nearly forty years since organization was introduced among us as a people.
[WRITTEN IN 1901.] I was one of the number who had an experience in
establishing it from the first. | know the difficulties that had to be met, the evils



which it was designed to correct, and | have watched its influence in connection
with the growth of the cause. At an early stage in the work, God gave us special
light upon this point, and this light, together with the lessons that experience has
taught us, should be carefully considered.

(24.1)

From the first our work was aggressive. Our numbers were few, and mostly from
the poorer class. Our views were almost unknown to the world. We had no houses
of worship, but few publications, and very limited facilities for carrying forward our
work. The sheep were scattered in the highways and byways, in cities, in towns, in
forests. The commandments of God and the faith of Jesus was our message.

(24.2)
Unity in Faith and Doctrine

My husband, with Elders Joseph Bates, Stephen Pierce, Hiram Edson, and others
who were keen, noble, and true, was among those who, after the passing of the
time in 1844, searched for the truth as for hidden treasure.

(24.3)

We would come together burdened in soul, praying that we might be one in faith
and doctrine; for we knew that Christ is not divided. One point at a time was made
the subject of investigation. The Scriptures were opened with a sense of awe.
Often we fasted, that we might be better fitted to understand the truth.
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After earnest prayer, if any point was not understood it was discussed, and each
one expressed his opinion freely; then we would again bow in prayer, and earnest
supplications went up to heaven that God would help us to see eye to eye, that we
might be one as Christ and the Father are one. Many tears were shed.

(24.4)

We spent many hours in this way. Sometimes the entire night was spent in solemn
investigation of the Scriptures, that we might understand the truth for our time. On
some occasions the Spirit of God would come upon me, and difficult portions were
made clear through God's appointed way, and then there was perfect harmony.
We were all of one mind and one spirit.

(25.1)
We sought most earnestly that the Scriptures should not be wrested to suit any

man's opinions. We tried to make our differences as slight as possible by not
dwelling on points that were of minor importance, upon which there were varying



opinions. But the burden of every soul was to bring about a condition among the
brethren which would answer the prayer of Christ that His disciples might be one
as He and the Father are one.

(25.2)

Sometimes one or two of the brethren would stubbornly set themselves against the
view presented, and would act out the natural feelings of the heart; but when this
disposition appeared, we suspended our investigations and adjourned our
meeting, that each one might have an opportunity to go to God in prayer and,
without conversation with others, study the point of difference, asking light from
heaven. With expressions of friendliness we parted, to meet again as soon as
possible for further investigation. At times the power of God came upon us in a
marked manner, and when clear light revealed the points of truth, we would weep
and
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rejoice together. We loved Jesus; we loved one another.

(25.3)

Our numbers gradually increased. The seed that was sown was watered of God,
and He gave the increase. At first we assembled for worship, and presented the
truth to those who would come to hear, in private houses, in large kitchens, in
barns, in groves, and in schoolhouses; but it was not long before we were able to
build humble houses of worship.

(26.1)
The Introduction of Church Order

As our numbers increased, it was evident that without some form of organization
there would be great confusion, and the work would not be carried forward
successfully. To provide for the support of the ministry, for carrying the work in new
fields, for protecting both the churches and the ministry from unworthy members,
for holding church property, for the publication of the truth through the press, and
for many other objects, organization was indispensable.

(26.2)

Yet there was strong feeling against it among our people. The first-day Adventists
were opposed to organization, and most of the Seventh-day Adventists
entertained the same ideas. We sought the Lord with earnest prayer that we might
understand His will, and light was given by His Spirit that there must be order and
thorough discipline in the church--that organization was essential. System and
order are manifest in all the works of God throughout the universe. Order is the law
of heaven, and it should be the law of God's people on the earth.



(26.3)

We had a hard struggle in establishing organization. Notwithstanding that the Lord
gave testimony after testimony upon this point, the opposition was strong, and it
had to be met again and again. But we knew
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that the Lord God of Israel was leading us, and guiding by His providence. We
engaged in the work of organization, and marked prosperity attended this advance
movement.

(26.4)

As the development of the work called upon us to engage in new enterprises, we
were prepared to enter upon them. The Lord directed our minds to the importance
of the educational work. We saw the need of schools, that our children might
receive instruction free from the errors of false philosophy, that their training might
be in harmony with the principles of the word of God. The need of a health
institution had been urged upon us, both for the help and instruction of our own
people and as a means of blessing and enlightenment to others. This enterprise
also was carried forward. All this was missionary work of the highest order.

(27.1)
Results of United Effort

Our work was not sustained by large gifts or legacies; for we have few wealthy men
among us. What is the secret of our prosperity? We have moved under the orders
of the Captain of our salvation. God has blessed our united efforts. The truth has
spread and flourished. Institutions have multiplied. The mustard seed has grown to
a great tree. The system of organization has proved a grand success. Systematic
benevolence was entered into according to the Bible plan. The body has been
"compacted by that which every joint supplieth.” As we have advanced, our system
of organization has still proved effectual.

(27.2)

Let none entertain the thought that we can dispense with organization. It has cost
us much study and many prayers for wisdom, that we know God has answered, to
erect this structure. It has been built up by His
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direction, through much sacrifice and conflict. Let none of our brethren be so
deceived as to attempt to tear it down, for you will thus bring in a condition of things
that you do not dream of. In the name of the Lord | declare to you that it is to stand,
strengthened, established, and settled. At God's command, "Go forward," we
advanced when the difficulties to be surmounted made the advance seem



impossible. We know how much it has cost to work out God's plans in the past,
which have made us as a people what we are. Then let everyone be exceedingly
careful not to unsettle minds in regard to those things that God has ordained for our
prosperity and success in advancing His cause.

(27.3)

Angels work harmoniously. Perfect order characterizes all their movements. The
more closely we imitate the harmony and order of the angelic host, the more
successful will be the efforts of these heavenly agents in our behalf. If we see no
necessity for harmonious action, and are disorderly, undisciplined, and
disorganized in our course of action, angels, who are thoroughly organized and
move in perfect order, cannot work for us successfully. They turn away in grief, for
they are not authorized to bless confusion, distraction, and disorganization. All who
desire the cooperation of the heavenly messengers must work in unison with them.
Those who have the unction from on high will in all their efforts encourage order,
discipline, and union of action, and then the angels of God can cooperate with
them. But never, never will these heavenly messengers place their endorsement
upon irregularity, disorganization, and disorder. All these evils are the result of
Satan's efforts to weaken our forces, to destroy our courage, and prevent
successful action.
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(28.1)

Satan well knows that success can only attend order and harmonious action. He
well knows that everything connected with heaven is in perfect order, that
subjection and perfect discipline mark the movements of the angelic host. It is his
studied effort to lead professed Christians just as far from heaven's arrangement
as he can; therefore he deceives even the professed people of God and makes
them believe that order and discipline are enemies to spirituality, that the only
safety for them is to let each pursue his own course, and to remain especially
distinct from bodies of Christians who are united and are laboring to establish
discipline and harmony of action. All the efforts made to establish order are
considered dangerous, a restriction of rightful liberty, and hence are feared as
popery. These devoted souls consider it a virtue to boast of their freedom to think
and act independently. They will not take any man's say-so. They are amenable to
no man. | was shown that it is Satan's special work to lead men to feel that it is
God's order for them to strike out for themselves and choose their own course
independent of their brethren.

(29.1)

Individual Responsibility and
Christian Unity



God is leading a people out from the world upon the exalted platform of eternal
truth, the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. He will discipline and fit up
His people. They will not be at variance, one believing one thing and another
having faith and views entirely opposite, each moving independently of the body.
Through the diversity of the gifts and governments that He has placed in the
church, they will all come to the unity of the faith. If one man takes his

30

views of Bible truth without regard to the opinion of his brethren, and justifies his
course, alleging that he has a right to his own peculiar views, and then presses
them upon others, how can he be fulfilling the prayer of Christ? And if another and
still another arises, each asserting his right to believe and talk what he pleases
without reference to the faith of the body, where will be that harmony which existed
between Christ and His Father, and which Christ prayed might exist among His
brethren?

(29.2)

Though we have an individual work and an individual responsibility before God, we
are not to follow our own independent judgment, regardless of the opinions and
feelings of our brethren; for this course would lead to disorder in the church. It is
the duty of ministers to respect the judgment of their brethren; but their relations to
one another, as well as the doctrines they teach, should be brought to the test of
the law and the testimony; then, if hearts are teachable, there will be no divisions
among us. Some are inclined to be disorderly, and are drifting away from the great
landmarks of the faith; but God is moving upon His ministers to be one in doctrine
and in spirit.

(30.1)

It is necessary that our unity today be of a character that will bear the test of trial. . . .
We have many lessons to learn, and many, many to unlearn. God and heaven
alone are infallible. Those who think that they will never have to give up a
cherished view, never have occasion to change an opinion, will be disappointed.
As long as we hold to our own ideas and opinions with determined persistency, we
cannot have the unity for which Christ prayed.

(30.2)

When a brother receives new light upon the Scriptures, he should frankly explain
his position, and every
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minister should search the Scriptures with the spirit of candor to see if the points
presented can be substantiated by the Inspired Word. "The servant of the Lord
must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness
instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them



repentance to the acknowledging of the truth."” 2 Timothy 2:24, 25.
(30.3)
What Hath God Wrought!

In reviewing our past history, having traveled over every step of advance to our
present standing, | can say, Praise God! As | see what God has wrought, | am filled
with astonishment, and with confidence in Christ as leader. We have nothing to
fear for the future except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us.

(31.1)

We are now a strong people, if we will put our trust in the Lord; for we are handling
the mighty truths of the word of God. We are everything to be thankful for. If we
walk in the light as it shines upon us from the living oracles of God, we shall have
large responsibilities, corresponding to the great light given us of God. We have
many duties to perform because we have been made the depositaries of sacred
truth to be given to the world in all its beauty and glory. We are debtors to God to
use every advantage He has entrusted to us to beautify the truth by holiness of
character, and to send the messages of warning, and of comfort, of hope and love,
to those who are in the darkness of error and sin.

(31.2)

Thank God for what has already been done in providing for our youth facilities for
religious and intellectual training. Many have been educated to act a part in the
various branches of the work, not only
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in America, but in foreign fields. The press has furnished literature that has spread
far and wide the knowledge of truth. Let all the gifts that like rivulets have swelled
the stream of benevolence be recognized as a cause of thanksgiving to God.

(31.3)

We have an army of youth today who can do much if they are properly directed and
encouraged. We want our children to believe the truth. We want them to be
blessed of God. We want them to act a part in well-organized plans for helping
other youth. Let all be so trained that they may rightly represent the truth, giving the
reason of the hope that is within them, and honoring God in any branch of the work
where they are qualified to labor. . . .

(32.1)

As the disciples of Christ it is our duty to diffuse light which we know the world has
not. Let the people of God "be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to



communicate; laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time
to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life." 1 Timothy 6:18, 19.

(32.2)

The Remnant Church Not Babylon [REVIEW
AND HERALD, AUGUST 22 TO SEPTEMBER 12,
1893.]

| have been made very sad in reading the pamphlet that has been issued by
Brother S. and by those associated with him in the work he has been doing.
Without my consent, they have made selections from the Testimonies, and have
inserted them in the pamphlet they have published, to make it appear that my
writings sustain and approve the position they advocate. In doing this they have
done that which is not justice or righteousness.
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Through taking unwarrantable liberties they have presented to the people a theory
that is of character to deceive and destroy. In times past many others have done
this same thing, and have made it appear that the Testimonies sustained positions
that were untenable and false.

(32.3)

| have had light to the effect that the position taken by Brother S. and his
sympathizers is not true, but one of the "lo, heres," and "lo, theres" that will
characterize the days in which we are living. As a sample of the way in which
Brother S. has compiled this pamphlet, | will give the following incident: | wrote a
private letter to one of our ministers, and in kindness, thinking that it might be a
help to Brother S., this brother sent a copy of it to him; but instead of regarding it as
a matter for his personal help, he prints portions of it in the pamphlet as an
unpublished testimony, to sustain the position he had taken. Is this honorable?
There was nothing in the testimony to sustain the position Brother S. holds; but he
misapplied it, as many do the Scriptures, to the injury of his own soul and the souls
of others. God will judge those who take unwarrantable liberties and make use of
dishonorable means in order to give character and influence to what they regard as
truth. In the use of private letter sent to another, Brother S. has abused the kindly
efforts of one who desired to help him. The parties publishing the pamphlet on the
Loud Cry, and the fall of all the churches, give evidence that the Holy Spirit of God
is not working with them. "By their fruits ye shall know them."

(33.1)
Those who receive the pamphlets advocating these false positions, will receive the

impression that | sustain these positions, and am united with these workers in
proclaiming what they term the "new light." | know that their message is mingled



with truth, but the truth
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is misapplied and wrested by its connection with error. | would say to the brother
who sent to these men a copy of a letter | had written him, that | have not one
thought of censuring you, and no one should cast the least blame upon you
concerning the matter. If | should misjudge and censure you, when your motives
and intentions were good, | should incur the displeasure of God. If the brother you
desired to help has taken liberties, and has betrayed your confidence, do not
blame yourself and grieve over the results of his unfaithfulness.

(33.2)
Instruction to the Disciples

There are matters in the Testimonies that are written, not for the world at large, but
for the believing children of God, and it is not appropriate to make instruction,
warning, reproof, or counsel of this character public to the world. The world's
Redeemer, the Sent of God, the greatest Teacher the children of men ever knew,
presented some matters of instruction, not to the world, but to His disciples alone.
While He had communications designed for the multitudes that thronged His steps,
He also had some special light and instruction to impart to His followers which he
did not impart to the great congregation, as it would neither be understood nor
appreciated by them. He sent His disciples forth to preach, and when they returned
from their first missionary labor and had various experiences to relate concerning
their success in preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, He said unto them,
"Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest awhile.” In a place of
seclusion Jesus imparted to His followers such instruction, counsel, cautions and
corrections as He saw were needed in their manner of work; but the instruction He
then gave them was not to be thrown
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broadcast to the promiscuous company, for His words were designed for His
disciples only.

(34.1)

On several occasions when the Lord had wrought works of healing, He charged
those whom He had blessed to tell His deed to no one. They ought to have heeded
His injunctions and realized that Christ had not lightly required silence on their part,
but had a reason for His command, and they should in no wise have disregarded
His expressed desire. It ought to have been sufficient for them to know that He
desired them to keep their own counsel, and had good reasons for His urgent
request. The Lord knew that in healing the sick, in working miracles for the
restoring of sight to the blind, and for the cleansing of the leper, He was
endangering His own life; for if the priests and rulers would not receive the
evidences He gave them of His divine mission, they would misconstrue, falsify,
and make charges against Him. It is true that He did many miracles openly, yet in



some instances He requested that those whom He had blessed should tell no man
what He had done for them. When prejudice was aroused, envy and jealousy
cherished, and His way hedged up, He left the cities, and went in search of those
who would listen to and appreciate the truth He came to impart.

(35.1)

The Lord Jesus thought it necessary to make many things clear to His disciples
which He did not open to the multitudes. He plainly revealed to them the reason of
the hatred manifested toward Him by the scribes, Pharisees, and priests, and told
them of His suffering, betrayal, and death; but to the world He did not make these
matters so plain. He had warnings to give to His followers, and He unfolded to
them the sorrowful developments that would take place, and what they were to
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expect. He gave to His followers precious instruction that even they did not
comprehend until after His death, resurrection, and ascension. When the Holy
Spirit was poured out upon them, all things were brought to their remembrance,
whatsoever He had said unto them.

(35.2)
A Betrayal of Confidence

It was a betrayal of sacred trust to take that which Jesus designed should be kept
secret, and publish it to others, and bring upon the cause of truth reproach and
injury. The Lord has given to His people appropriate messages of warning, reproof,
counsel, and instruction, but it is not appropriate to take these messages out of
their connection and place them where they will seem to give force to messages of
error. In the pamphlet published by Brother S. and his associates, he accuses the
church of God of being Babylon, and would urge a separation from the church.
This is a work that is neither honorable nor righteous. In compiling this work, they
have used my name and writings for the support of that which | disapprove and
denounce as error. The people to whom this pamphlet will come will charge the
responsibility of this false position upon me, when it is utterly contrary to the
teachings of my writings and the light which God has given me. | have no hesitancy
in saying that those who are urging on this work are greatly deceived.

(36.1)
A False Message

For years | have borne my testimony to the effect that when any arise claiming to
have great light, and yet advocating the tearing down of that which the Lord
through His human agents has been building up, they are greatly deceived, and
are not working along the
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lines where Christ is working. Those who assert that the Seventh-day Adventist
churches constitute Babylon, or any part of Babylon, might better stay at home. Let
them stop and consider what is the message to be proclaimed at this time. In place
of working with divine agencies to prepare a people to stand in the day of the Lord,
they have taken their stand with him who is an accuser of the brethren, who
accuses them before God day and night. Satanic agencies have been moved from
beneath, and they have inspired men to unite in a confederacy of evil, that they
may perplex, harass, and cause of the people of God great distress. The whole
world is to be stirred with enmity against Seventh-day Adventists, because they will
not yield homage to the papacy, by honoring Sunday, the institution of this
antichristian power. It is the purpose of Satan to cause them to be blotted from the
earth, in order that his supremacy of the world may not be disputed.

(36.2)
Satan's Accusations

The scene of Satan's accusation was presented before the prophet. He says, "He
showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, and
Satan standing at his right hand to resist him." Jesus is our great High Priest in
heaven. And what is He doing? He is making intercession and atonement for his
people who believe in Him. Through His imputed righteousness, they are accepted
of God as those who are manifesting to the world that they acknowledge allegiance
to God, keeping all His commandments. Satan is full of malignant hatred against
them, and manifests to them the same spirit that he manifested to Jesus Christ
when He was upon earth. When Jesus was before Pilate, the Roman ruler sought
to release Him, and desired that the
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people should choose to release Jesus from the ordeal through which He was
about to pass. He presented before the clamoring multitude the Son of God and
the criminal Barabbas, and inquired. "Whom will ye that | release unto you?
Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?" "They said, Barabbas. Pilate saith unto
them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto him,
Let Him be crucified?"

(37.1)

The world was stirred by the enmity of Satan, and when asked to choose between
the Son of God and the criminal Barabbas, they chose a robber rather than Jesus.
The ignorant multitudes were led, by the deceptive reasonings of those in high
position, to reject the Son of God, and choose a robber and murderer in His stead.
Let us all remember that we are still in a world where Jesus, the Son of God, was
rejected and crucified, where the guilt of despising Christ and preferring a robber
rather than the spotless Lamb of God still rests. Unless we individually repent
toward God because of transgression of His law, and exercise faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ, whom the world has rejected, we shall lie under the full



condemnation that the action of choosing Barabbas instead of Christ merited. The
whole world stands charged today with the deliberate rejection and murder of the
Son of God. The word bears record that Jews and Gentiles, kings, governors,
ministers, priests, and people--all classes and sects who reveal the same spirit of
envy, hatred, prejudice, and unbelief manifested by those who put to death the Son
of God--would act the same part, were the opportunity granted, as did the Jews
and people of the time of Christ. They would be partakers of the same spirit that
demanded the death of the Son of God.

(38.1)

In the scene representing the work of Christ for us, and the determined accusation
of Satan against us,
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Joshua stands as the high priest, and makes request in behalf of God's
commandment-keeping people. At the same time Satan represents the people of
God as great sinners, and presents before God the list of sins he has tempted
them to commit through their lifetime, and urges that because of their
transgressions, they be given into his hands to destroy. He urges that they should
not be protected by ministering angels against the confederacy of evil. He is full of
anger because he cannot bind the people of God into bundles with the world, to
render to him complete allegiance. Kings and rulers and governors have placed
upon themselves the brand of antichrist, and are represented as the dragon who
goes to make war with the saints--with those who keep the commandments of God
and who have the faith of Jesus. In their enmity against the people of God, they
show themselves guilty also of the choice of Barabbas instead of Christ.

(38.2)
The World Called to Account

God has a controversy with the world. When the judgment shall sit, and the books
shall be opened, He has an awful account to settle, which would now make the
world fear and tremble were men not blinded and bewitched by satanic delusions
and deceptions. God will call the world to account for the death of His
only-begotten Son, whom to all intents and purposes the world has crucified afresh,
and put to open shame in the persecution of His people. The world has rejected
Christ in the person of His saints, has refused His messages in the refusal of the
messages of prophets, apostles, and messengers. They have rejected those who
have been colaborers with Christ, and for this they will have to render an account.

(39.1)
Satan stands at the head of all the accusers of the
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brethren; but when he presents the sins of the people of God, what does the Lord



answer? He says, "The Lord rebuke [not Joshua, who is a representative of the
tried and chosen people of God, but] thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath
chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? Now
Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the Angel." Satan had
represented the chosen and loyal people of God as being full of defilement and sin.
He could depict the particular sins of which they had been guilty. Had he not set the
whole confederacy of evil at work to lead them, through his seductive arts, into
these very sins? But they had repented, they had accepted the righteousness of
Christ. They were therefore standing before God clothed with the garments of
Christ's righteousness, and "He answered and spake unto those that stood before
Him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him He said,
Behold, | have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and | will clothe thee with
change of raiment.” Every sin of which they had been guilty was forgiven, and they
stood before God as chosen and true, as innocent, as perfect, as though they had
never sinned.

(39.2)
The Encouraging Word

"And | said, Let them set a fair miter upon his head. So they [the angels of God] set
a fair miter upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the Angel of the
Lord stood by [Jesus their Redeemer]. And the Angel of the Lord protested unto
Joshua, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If thou wilt walk in My ways, and if
thou wilt keep My charge, then thou shalt also judge My house, and shalt also keep
My courts, and | will give thee places to walk among these
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that stand by." | wish that all who claim to believe present truth would think
seriously of the wonderful things presented in this chapter. However weak and
compassed with infirmity the people of God may be, those who turn from disloyalty
to God in this wicked and perverse generation, and come back to their allegiance,
standing to vindicate the holy law of God, making up the breach made by the man
of sin under the direction of Satan, will be accounted the children of God, and
through the righteousness of Christ will stand perfect before God. Truth will not
always lie in the dust to be trampled underfoot of men. It will be magnified and
made honorable; it will yet arise and shine forth in all its natural luster, and will
stand fast forever and ever.

(40.1)

Words of Accusation Not of God

God has a people in which all heaven is interested, and they are the one object on
earth dear to the heart of God. Let everyone who reads these words give them

thorough consideration, for in the name of Jesus | would press them home upon
every soul. When anyone arises, either among us or outside of us, who is



burdened with a message which declares that the people of God are numbered
with Babylon, and claims that the loud cry is a call to come out of her, you may
know that he is not bearing the message of truth. Receive him not, nor bid him
Godspeed; for God has not spoken by him, neither has He given a message to him,
but he has run before he was sent. The message contained in the pamphlet called
the Loud Cry, is a deception. Such messages will come, and it will be claimed for
them that they are sent of God, but the claim will be false; for they are not filled with
light, but with
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darkness. There will be messages of accusation against the people of God, similar
to the work done by Satan in accusing God's people, and these messages will be
sounding at the very time when God is saying to His people, "Arise, shine; for thy
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall
arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee."

(41.1)
A Work of Deception

It will be found that those who bear false messages will not have a high sense of
honor and integrity. They will deceive the people, and mix up with their error the
Testimonies of Sister White, and use her name to give influence to their work. They
make such selections from the Testimonies as they think they can twist to support
their positions, and place them in a setting of falsehood, so that their error may
have weight and be accepted by the people. They misinterpret and misapply that
which God has given to the church to warn, counsel, reprove, comfort, and
encourage those who shall make up the remnant people of God. Those who
receive the Testimonies as the message of God will be helped and blessed
thereby; but those who take them in parts, simply to support some theory or idea of
their own, to vindicate themselves in a course of error, will not be blessed and
benefited by what they teach. To claim that the Seventh-day Adventist Church is
Babylon, is to make the same claim as does Satan, who is an accuser of the
brethren, who accuses them before God night and day. By this misusing of the
Testimonies, souls are placed in perplexity, because they cannot understand the
relation of the
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Testimonies to such a position as is taken by those in error; for God intended that
the Testimonies should always have a setting in the framework of truth.

(42.1)

Those who advocate error will say, "The Lord saith,” "when the Lord hath not
spoken.” They testify to falsehood, and not to truth. If those who have been
proclaiming the message that the church is Babylon had used the money
expended in publishing and circulating this error, in building up, instead of tearing



down, they would have made it evident that they were the people whom God is
leading.

(43.1)

There is a great work to be done in the world, a great work to be done in foreign
lands. Schools must be established in order that youth, children, and those of more
mature age may be educated as rapidly as possible to enter the missionary field.
There is need not only of ministers for foreign fields, but of wise, judicious laborers
of all kinds. The Macedonian cry is sounding from all parts of the world, "Come
over, . .. and help us.” With all the responsibility upon us to go and preach the
gospel to every creature, there is great need of men and means, and Satan is at
work in every conceivable way to tie up means, and to hinder men from engaging
in the very work that they should be doing. The money that should be used in doing
the good work of building houses of worship, of establishing schools for the
purpose of educating laborers for the missionary field, of drilling young men and
women so that they may go forth and labor patiently, intelligently, and with all
perseverance that they may be agents through whom a people may be prepared to
stand in the great day of God, is diverted from a channel of usefulness and
blessing into a channel of evil and cursing.
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(43.2)

The great day of God is upon us, and hasteth greatly, and there is a great work to
be done, and it must be done speedily. But we find that amid the work that is to be
done, there are those professing to believe the present truth who know not how to
expend the means entrusted to them, and because of a lack of meekness and
lowliness of heart they do not see how great is the work to be done. All those who
learn of Jesus will be laborers together with God. But those who go forth to
proclaim error, expending time and money in a vain work, lay upon the true
workers in new fields increased burden; for instead of devoting their time to
advocating truth, they are obliged to counteract the work of those who are
proclaiming falsehood and claiming that they have the message from heaven.

(44.1)

If those who have done this kind of work had felt the necessity of answering the
prayer of Christ that He offered to His Father just previous to His crucifixion,--that
the disciples of Christ might be one as He was one with the Father,--they would not
be wasting the means entrusted to them and so greatly needed to advance the
truth. They would not be wasting precious time and ability in disseminating error,
and thus necessitate the devoting of the laborer's time to counteracting and
guenching its influence. A work of this character is inspired, not from above, but
from beneath.



(44.2)

"Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant,
that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the Lord,
and stay upon his God. Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves
about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have
kindled. This shall ye have of Mine hand; ye
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shall lie down in sorrow." The message that has been borne by those who have
proclaimed the church to be Babylon has made the impression that God has no
church upon earth.

(44.3)
A Living Church

Has God no living church? He has a church, but it is the church militant, not the
church triumphant. We are sorry that there are defective members, that there are
tares amid the wheat. Jesus said: "The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man
which sowed good seed in his field: but while men slept, his enemy came and
sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. . . . So the servants of the
householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field?
from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The
servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he said,
Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both
grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest | will say to the reapers,
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but
gather the wheat into my barn."

(45.1)

In the parable of the wheat and the tares, we see the reason why the tares were
not to be plucked up; it was lest the wheat be rooted up with the tares. Human
opinion and judgment would make grave mistakes. But rather than have a mistake
made, and one single blade of wheat rooted up, the Master says, "Let both grow
together until the harvest;" then the angels will gather out the tares, which will be
appointed to destruction. Although in our churches, that claim to believe advanced
truth, there are those who are faulty and erring, as tares among the wheat, God is
long-suffering
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and patient. He reproves and warns the erring, but He does not destroy those who
are long in learning the lesson He would teach them; He does not uproot the tares
from the wheat. Tares and wheat are to grow together till the harvest; when the
wheat comes to its full growth and development, and because of its character
when ripened, it will be fully distinguished from the tares.



(45.2)

The church of Christ on earth will be imperfect, but God does not destroy His
church because of its imperfection. There have been and will be those who are
filled with zeal not according to knowledge, who would purify the church, and
uproot the tares from the midst of the wheat. But Christ has given special light as to
how to deal with those who are erring, and with those who are unconverted in the
church. There is to be no spasmodic, zealous, hasty action taken by church
members in cutting off those they may think defective in character. Tares will
appear among the wheat; but it would do more harm to weed out the tares, unless
in God's appointed way, than to leave them alone. While the Lord brings into the
church those who are truly converted, Satan at the same time brings persons who
are not converted into its fellowship. While Christ is sowing the good seed, Satan is
sowing the tares. There are two opposing influences continually exerted on the
members of the church. One influence is working for the purification of the church,
and the other for the corrupting of the people of God.

(46.1)
Judas Given Opportunities

Jesus knew that Judas was defective in character, but notwithstanding this, He
accepted him as one of the disciples, and gave him the same opportunities and
privileges that He gave to the others whom He had
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chosen. Judas was left without excuse in the evil course he afterward pursued.
Judas might have become a doer of the word, as were eventually Peter and James
and John and the other disciples. Jesus gave precious lessons of instruction, so
that those who were associated with Him might have been converted, and have no
need of clinging to the defects that marred their characters.

(46.2)
The Church Not Perfect

Some people seem to think that upon entering the church they will have their
expectations fulfilled, and meet only with those who are pure and perfect. They are
zealous in their faith, and when they see faults in church members, they say, "We
left the world in order to have no association with evil characters, but the evil is
here also;" and they ask, as did the servants in the parable, "From whence then
hath it tares?" But we need not be thus disappointed, for the Lord has not
warranted us in coming to the conclusion that the church is perfect; and all our zeal
will not be successful in making the church militant as pure as the church
triumphant. The Lord forbids us to proceed in any violent way against those whom
we think erring, and we are not to deal out excommunications and denunciations to
those who are faulty.



(47.1)

Finite man is likely to misjudge character, but God does not leave the work of
judgment and pronouncing upon character to those who are not fitted for it. We are
not to say what constitutes the wheat, and what the tares. The time of the harvest
will fully determine the character of the two classes specified under the figure of the
tares and the wheat. The work of separation is given to the angels of God, and not
committed into the hands of any man.

(47.2)

False doctrine is one of the satanic influences that
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work in the church, and brings into it those who are unconverted in heart. Men do
not obey the words of Jesus Christ, and thus seek for unity in faith, spirit, and
doctrine. They do not labor for the unity of spirit for which Christ prayed, which
would make the testimony of Christ's disciples effective in convincing the world
that God had sent His Son into the world, "that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life." If the unity for which Christ prayed existed
among the people of God, they would bear living testimony, would send forth a
bright light to shine amid the moral darkness of the world.

(47.3)
Satan Permitted to Tempt

Instead of the unity which should exist among believers, there is disunion; for
Satan is permitted to come in, and through his specious deceptions and delusions
he leads those who are not learning of Christ meekness and lowliness of heart, to
take a different line from the church, and break up, if possible, the unity of the
church. Men arise speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after
themselves. They claim that God has given them great light; but how do they act
under its influence? Do they pursue the course that the two disciples pursued on
their journey to Emmaus? When they received light, they returned and found those
whom God had led and was still leading, and told them how they had seen Jesus
and had talked with Him.

(48.1)

Have the men who have claimed to have light concerning the church pursued this
course? Have they gone to those who are chosen of God to bear a living testimony,
and given them evidence that this light would better qualify them to prepare a
people to stand in
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the great day of God? Have they sought counsel of those who have been and are



still bearing the truth, and giving to the world the last message of warning? Have
they counseled with those who have had a deep experience in the things of God?
Why were these men, so full of zeal for the cause, not present at the General
Conference held at Battle Creek, as were the devout men at Jerusalem at the time
of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit? At the great heart of the work, men opened
their treasures of light; and while the Lord was pouring out His Spirit upon the
people, did these men receive of the heavenly anointing? While the deep movings
of the Spirit of God were made manifest among the people, and souls were being
converted, and hard hearts broken, there were those who were listening to the
suggestions of Satan, and they were inspired with zeal from beneath to go forth
and proclaim that the very people receiving of the Holy Spirit, who are to receive
the latter rain and the glory that is to lighten the whole earth, were Babylon. Did the
Lord give these messengers their message? No, for it was not a message of truth.

(48.2)
The Church the Light of the World

Although there are evils existing in the church, and will be until the end of the world,
the church in these last days is to be the light of the world that is polluted and
demoralized by sin. The church, enfeebled and defective, needing to be reproved,
warned, and counseled, is the only object upon earth upon which Christ bestows
His supreme regard. The world is a workshop in which, through the cooperation of
human and divine agencies, Jesus is making experiments by His grace and divine
mercy upon human
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hearts. Angels are amazed as they behold the transformation of character brought
about in those who yield themselves to God, and they express their joy in songs of
rapturous praise to God and to the Lamb. They see those who are by nature the
children of wrath, converted and becoming laborers together with Christ in drawing
souls to God. They see those who were in darkness becoming lights to shine amid
the moral night of this wicked and perverse generation. They see them becoming
prepared by a Christlike experience to suffer with their Lord, and afterward to be
partakers with Him in His glory in heaven above.

(49.1)

God has a church on earth who are lifting up the downtrodden law, and presenting
to the world the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world. The church is
the depositary of the wealth of the riches of the grace of Christ, and through the
church eventually will be made manifest the final and full display of the love of God
to the world that is to be lightened with its glory. The prayer of Christ that His
church may be one as He was one with His Father will finally be answered. The
rich dowry of the Holy Spirit will be given, and through its constant supply to the
people of God they will become witnesses in the world of the power of God unto
salvation.



(50.1)

There is but one church in the world who are at the present time standing in the
breach, and making up the hedge, building up the old waste places; and for any
man to call the attention of the world and other churches to this church,
denouncing her as Babylon, is to do a work in harmony with him who is the accuser
of the brethren. Is it possible that men will arise from among us, who speak
perverse things, and give voice to the very sentiments that Satan would have
disseminated in the world in regard to those
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who keep the commandments of God, and have the faith of Jesus? Is there not
work enough to satisfy your zeal in presenting the truth to those who are in the
darkness of error? As those who have been made stewards of means and ability,
you have been misapplying your Lord's goods in disseminating error. The whole
world is filled with hatred of those who proclaim the binding claims of the law of
God, and the church who are loyal to Jehovah must engage in no ordinary conflict.
"We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places."” Those who have any realization of what this warfare means will not turn
their weapons against the church militant, but with all their powers will wrestle with
the people of God against the confederacy of evil.

(50.2)

Those who start up to proclaim a message on their own individual responsibility,
who, while claiming to be taught and led of God, still make it their special work to
tear down that which God has been for years building up, are not doing the will of
God. Be it known that these men are on the side of the great deceiver. Believe
them not. They are allying themselves with the enemies of God and the truth. They
will deride the order of the ministry as a system of priestcraft. From such turn away,
have no fellowship with their message, however much they may quote the
Testimonies and seek to entrench themselves behind them. Receive them not, for
God has not given them this work to do. The result of such work will be unbelief in
the Testimonies, and, as far as possible, they will make of none effect the work that
| have for years been doing.

(51.1)

Almost my whole lifetime has been devoted to this
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work, but my burden has often been made heavier by the arising of men who went
forth to proclaim a message that God had not given them. This class of evil
workers have selected portions of the Testimonies, and have placed them in the
framework of error, in order by this setting to give influence to their false
testimonies. When it is made manifest that their message is error, then the



Testimonies, brought into the companionship of error, share the same
condemnation; and people of the world, who do not know that the testimonies
guoted are extracts from private letters used without my consent, present these
matters as evidence that my work is not of God or of truth, but falsehood. Those
who thus bring the work of God into disrepute will have to answer before God for
the work they are doing.

(51.2)
A Divinely Appointed Ministry

God has a church, and she has a divinely appointed ministry. "And He gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ."

(52.1)

The Lord has His appointed agencies, and a church that has lived through
persecution, conflict, and darkness.
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Jesus loved the church, and gave Himself for it, and He will replenish, refine,
ennoble, and elevate it, so that it shall stand fast amid the corrupting influences of
this world. Men appointed of God have been chosen to watch with jealous care,
with vigilant perseverance, that the church may not be overthrown by the evil
devices of Satan, but that she shall stand in the world to promote the glory of God
among men. There will ever be fierce conflict between the church and the world.
Mind will come into contact with mind, principle with principle, truth with error; but in
the crisis soon to culminate, which has already begun, the men of experience are
to do their God-appointed work, and watch for souls as they that must give an
account.

(52.2)

Those who are carrying this message of error, denouncing the church as Babylon,
are neglecting their God-appointed work, are in opposition to organization, in
opposition to the plain command of God spoken by Malachi in regard to bringing all
the tithes into the treasury of God's house, and imagine that they have a work to do
in warning those whom God has chosen to forward His message of truth. These
workers are not bringing greater efficiency to the cause and kingdom of God, but
are engaged in a work similar to that in which the enemy of all righteousness is



engaged. Let these men who are rising up against the ways and means ordained
of God to forward His work in these days of peril divest themselves of all
unscriptural views concerning the nature, office, and power of God's appointed
agencies.

(53.1)

Let all understand the words that | now write. Those who are laborers together with
God are but His instruments, and they in themselves possess no essential grace or
holiness. It is only when they are
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cooperating with heavenly intelligences that they are successful. They are but
earthen vessels, the depositaries in which God places the treasure of His truth.
Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but it is God alone that gives the increase.

(53.2)

God speaks through His appointed agencies, and let no man, or confederacy of
men, insult the Spirit of God by refusing to hear the message of God's word from
the lips of His chosen messengers. By refusing to hear the message of God, men
close themselves in a chamber of darkness. They shut their own souls away from
vast blessings and rob Christ of the glory that should come to Him, by showing
disrespect to His appointed agencies.

(54.1)
Beware of False Teachers

God is not the author of confusion, but of peace. But Satan is a vigilant, unsleeping
foe, ever at work upon human minds, seeking a soil in which he can sow his tares.
If he finds any whom he can press into his service, he will suggest ideas and false
theories, and make them zealous in advocating error. The truth not only converts,
but works the purification of its receiver. Jesus has warned us to beware of false
teachers. From the beginning of our work, men have arisen from time to time,
advocating theories that were new and startling. But if those who claim to believe
the truth would go to those who have had experience, would go to the word of God
in a teachable, humble spirit, and examine their theories in the light of truth and
with the aid of the brethren who have been diligent Bible students, and at the same
time make supplication unto God, asking, Is this the way of the Lord, or is it a false
path in which Satan would lead
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me? they would receive light, and would escape out of the net of the fowler.

(54.2)

Let all our brethren and sisters beware of anyone who would set a time for the Lord



to fulfill His word in regard to His coming, or in regard to any other promise He has
made of special significance. "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons,
which the Father hath put in His own power." False teachers may appear to be
very zealous for the work of God, and may expend means to bring their theories
before the world and the church; but as they mingle error with truth, their message
is one of deception, and will lead souls into false paths. They are to be met and
opposed, not because they are bad men, but because they are teachers of
falsehood and are endeavoring to put upon falsehood the stamp of truth.

(55.1)

What a pity it is that men will go to such pains to discover some theory of error
when there is a whole storehouse of precious gems of truth by which the people
might be enriched in the most holy faith. Instead of teaching truth they let their
imagination dwell upon that which is new and strange, and throw themselves out of
harmony with those whom God is using to bring the people up upon the platform of
truth. They cast aside all that has been said in regard to unity of sentiment and
feeling, and trample upon the prayer of Christ as though the unity for which He
prayed were unessential, and there were no necessity for His followers to be one,
even as He is one with the Father. They go off on a tangent, and, Jehulike, call to
their brethren to follow their example of zeal for the Lord.

(55.2)

If their zeal led them to work in the same lines in which their brethren who have
carried the heat and burden of the day are working, if they were as
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persevering to overcome discouragements and obstacles as their brethren have
been, they might well be imitated, and God would accept them. But men are to be
condemned who start out with a proclamation of wonderful light, and yet draw
away from the agents whom God is leading. This was the way in which Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram did, and their action is recorded as a warning to all others. We
are not to do as they have done--accuse and condemn those upon whom God has
laid the burden of the work.

(55.3)

Those who have proclaimed the Seventh-day Adventist Church as Babylon, have
made use of the Testimonies in giving their position a seeming support; but why is
it that they did not present that which for years has been the burden of my
message--the unity of the church? Why did they not quote the words of the angel,
"Press together, press together, press together"? Why did they not repeat the
admonition and state the principle, that "in union there is strength, in division there
is weakness"? It is such messages as these men have borne that divide the church,
and put us to shame before the enemies of truth; and in such messages is plainly
revealed the specious working of the great deceiver, who would hinder the church



from attaining unto perfection in unity. These teachers follow the sparks of their
own kindling, move according to their own independent judgment, and cumber the
truth with false notions and theories. They refuse the counsel of their brethren, and
press on in their own way until they become just what Satan would desire to have
them--unbalanced in mind.

(56.1)

| warn my brethren to guard against the working of Satan in every form. The great
adversary of God and man is exulting today that he has succeeded in deceiving
souls, and in diverting their means and ability into harmful channels. Their money
might have been
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used to advance present truth, but instead of this it has been expended in
presenting notions that have no foundation in truth.

(56.2)
Another Example

In 1845 a man by the name of Curtis did a similar work in the State of
Massachusetts. He presented a false doctrine, and wove into his theories
sentences and selections from the testimonies, and published his theories in the
Day Star, and in sheet form. For years these productions bore their baleful fruit,
and brought reproach upon the testimonies that, as a whole, in no way supported
his work. My husband wrote to him, and asked him what he meant by presenting
the testimonies interwoven with his own words, in support of that which we were
opposed to, and requested him to correct the impression that his work had given.
He flatly refused to do so, saying that his theories were truth, and that the visions
ought to have corroborated his views, and that they virtually did support them, but
that | had forgotten to write out the matters that made his theories plain.

(57.1)

Ever since the beginning of the work, one after another has risen up to do this kind
of work, and | have had to go to the trouble and incur the expense of contradicting
these falsehoods. They have published their theories and have deceived many
souls, but may God guard the sheep of His pasture.

(57.2)

| urge those who claim to believe the truth, to walk in unity with their brethren. Do
not seek to give to the world occasion to say that we are extremists, that we are
disunited, that one teaches one thing, and one another. Avoid dissension. Let
everyone be on guard, and be careful to be found standing in the gap to make up
the breach, in place of standing at the wall seeking
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to make a breach. Let all be careful not to make an outcry against the only people
who are fulfilling the description given of the remnant people who keep the
commandments of God and have faith in Jesus, who are exalting the standard of
righteousness in these last days.

(57.3)

God has a distinct people, a church on earth, second to none, but superior to all in
their facilities to teach the truth, to vindicate the law of God. God has divinely
appointed agencies--men whom He is leading, who have borne the heat and
burden of the day, who are cooperating with heavenly instrumentalities to advance
the kingdom of Christ in our world. Let all unite with these chosen agents, and be
found at last among those who have the patience of the saints, who keep the
commandments of God, and have the faith of Jesus.

(58.1)
The Letter

The following is the letter sent to Brother S. :

"Napier, New Zealand, March 23, 1893.
(58.2)

"Dear Brother S.:

"l address to you a few lines. | am not in harmony with the position that you have
taken, for | have been shown by the Lord that just such positions will be taken by
those who are in error. Paul has given us warning to this effect: ‘Now the Spirit
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.'

(58.3)

"My brother, I learn that you are taking the position that the Seventh-day Adventist
Church is Babylon, and that all that would be saved must come out of her. You are
not the only man the devil has deceived in this matter. For the last forty years, one
man after
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another has arisen, claiming that the Lord has sent him with the same message;
but let me tell you, as | have told them, that this message you are proclaiming is
one of the satanic delusions designed to create confusion among the churches.

(58.4)



"My brother, you are certainly off the track. The second angel's message was to go
to Babylon [the churches] proclaiming her downfall, and calling the people to come
out of her. This same message is to be proclaimed the second time. 'And after
these things | saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power;
and the earth was lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice,
saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils,
and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For
all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of
the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are
waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. And | heard another voice
from heaven, saying, Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto
heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.’

(59.1)

"My brother, if you are teaching that the Seventh-day Adventist Church is Babylon,
you are wrong, God has not given you any such message to bear. Satan will use
every mind to which he can attain access, inspiring men to originate false theories
or go off on some wrong tangent, that he may create a false excitement, and thus
divert souls from the true issue for this time. | presume that some may be deceived
by your message, because they are full of curiosity and desire for some new thing.
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(59.2)

"It makes me feel sad indeed that you should be deceived in any way by the
suggestions of the enemy; for | know the theory that you are advocating is not truth.
In advancing the ideas you do, you will do great injury to yourself and to others. Do
not seek to misinterpret, and twist, and pervert the Testimonies to substantiate any
such message of error. Many have passed over this ground, and have done great
harm. As others have started up full of zeal to proclaim this message, again and
again, | have been shown that it was not truth.

(60.1)

"l understand that you are also proclaiming that we should not pay tithe. My brother,
take 'off thy shoes from off thy feet;" for the place whereon you are standing is holy
ground. The Lord has spoken in regard to paying tithes. He has said, 'Bring ye all
the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine house, and prove Me
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if | will not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it." But
while He pronounces a blessing upon those who bring in their tithes, He
pronounces a curse upon those who withhold them. Very recently | have had direct
light from the Lord upon this question, that many Seventh-day Adventists were



robbing God in tithes and offerings, and it was plainly revealed to me that Malachi
has stated the case as it really is. Then how dare any man even think in his heart
that a suggestion to withhold tithes and offerings is from the Lord? Where, my
brother, have you stepped out of the path? Oh, get your feet back in the straight
path again.

(60.2)

"We are near the end, but if you or any other man shall be seduced by the enemy,
and led on to set the
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time for Christ's coming, he will be doing the same evil work which has wrought the
ruin of the souls of those who have done it in the past.

(60.3)

"If you are wearing the yoke of Christ, if you are lifting His burden, you will see that
there is plenty to do in the same lines wherein the servants of God are laboring--in
preaching Christ and Him crucified. But anyone who shall start up to proclaim a
message to announce the hour, day, or year of Christ's appearing has taken up a
yoke and is proclaiming a message that the Lord has never given him.

(61.1)

"God has a church upon the earth who are His chosen people, who keep His
commandments. He is leading, not stray offshoots, not one here and one there, but
a people. The truth is a sanctifying power; but the church militant is not the church
triumphant. There are tares among the wheat. 'Wilt thou then that we . . . gather
them up?' was the question of the servant; but the master answered, 'Nay; lest
while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them." The gospel net
draws not only good fish, but bad ones as well, and the Lord only knows who are
His.

(61.2)

"It is our individual duty to walk humbly with God. We are not to seek any strange,
new message. We are not to think that the chosen ones of God who are trying to
walk in the light compose Babylon. The fallen denominational churches are
Babylon. Babylon has been fostering poisonous doctrines, the wine of error. This
wine of error is made up of false doctrines, such as the natural immortality of the
soul, the eternal torment of the wicked, the denial of the pre-existence of Christ
prior to His birth in Bethlehem, and advocating and exalting the first day of the
week above God's holy and sanctified day. These and kindred errors are
presented
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to the world by the various churches, and thus the Scriptures are fulfilled that say,



'For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.' It is a wrath
which is created by false doctrines, and when kings and presidents drink this wine
of the wrath of her fornication, they are stirred with anger against those who will not
come into harmony with the false and satanic heresies which exalt the false
sabbath, and lead men to trample underfoot God's memorial.

(61.3)

"Fallen angels upon earth form confederations with evil men. In this age antichrist
will appear as the true Christ, and then the law of God will be fully made void in the
nations of our world. Rebellion against God's holy law will be fully ripe. But the true
leader of all this rebellion is Satan clothed as an angel of light. Men will be
deceived and will exalt him to the place of God, and deify him. But Omnipotence
will interpose, and to the apostate churches that unite in the exaltation of Satan,
the sentence will go forth, "Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death,
and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is
the Lord God who judgeth her.™

(62.1)

The object of preaching is not alone to convey information, not merely to convince
the intellect. The preaching of the word should appeal to the intellect, and should
impart knowledge, but it should do more than this. The words of the minister should
reach the hearts of the hearers.--Review and Herald, December 22, 1904.

(62.2)

Chapter 2 - Faithful, Earnest Warnings

[THE ARTICLES

IN THIS SECTION ARE FROM SPECIAL TESTIMONY TO BATTLE
CREEK CHURCH (1896). THIS ARTICLE,

PAGES 3-18.] 2

Danger of Rejecting Truth

Cooranbong, Australia, May 30, 1896.

Dear Brother-----:

| have returned from our season of prayer. The spirit of intercession came upon me,
and | was drawn out in most earnest prayer for souls at Battle Creek. | know their

peril. The Holy Spirit has in a special manner moved me to send up my petitions in
their behalf.



(63.1)

God is not the author of anything sinful. None should fear to be singular of the
fulfillment of duty requires it. If it makes us singular to avoid sin, then our singularity
is merely the distinction between purity and impurity, righteousness and
unrighteousness. Because the multitude prefer the path of transgression, shall we
choose the same? We are plainly told by Inspiration, "Thou shalt not follow a
multitude to do evil." Our position should be clearly stated, "As for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord."

(63.2)

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and
without Him was not anything made that was made. In Him was life; and the life
was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not.” "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-Begotten of the Father,) full of grace
and truth.” Would that everyone whose
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name is written in the church books could from the heart utter these words. The
church members need to know from experience what the Holy Spirit will do for
them. It will bless the receiver, and make him a blessing. It is sad that every soul is
not praying for the vital breath of the Spirit, for we are ready to die if it breathe not
on us.

(63.3)

We are to pray for the impartation of the Spirit as the remedy for sin-sick souls. The
church needs to be converted, and why should we not prostrate ourselves at the
throne of grace, as representatives of the church, and from a broken heart and
contrite spirit make earnest supplication that the Holy Spirit shall be poured out
upon us from on high? Let us pray that when it shall be graciously bestowed our
cold hearts may be revived, and we may have discernment to understand that it is
from God, and receive it with joy. Some have treated the Spirit as an unwelcome
guest, refusing to receive the rich gift, refusing to acknowledge it, turning from it,
and condemning it as fanaticism.

(64.1)

When the Holy Spirit works the human agent, it does not ask us in what way it shall
operate. Often it moves in unexpected ways. Christ did not comes as the Jews
expected. He did not come in a manner to glorify them as a nation. His forerunner
came to prepare the way for Him by calling upon the people to repent of their sins,
and be converted, and be baptized. Christ's message was, "The kingdom of God is
at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” The Jews refused to receive Christ,



because He did not come in accordance with their expectations. The ideas of finite
men were held as infallible, because hoary with age.

(64.2)

This is the danger to which the church is now exposed--that the inventions of finite
men shall mark
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out the precise way for the Holy Spirit to come. Though they would not care to
acknowledge it, some have already done this. And because the Spirit is to come,
not to praise men or to build up their erroneous theories, but to reprove the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment, many turn away from it. They are not
willing to be deprived of the garments of their own self-righteousness. They are not
willing to exchange their own righteousness, which is unrighteousness, for the
righteousness of Christ, which is pure, unadulterated truth. The Holy Spirit flatters
no man, neither does it work according to the devising of any man. Finite, sinful
men are not to work the Holy Spirit. When it shall come as a reprover, through any
human agent whom God shall choose, it is man's place to hear and obey its voice.

(64.3)
Manifest Working of the Holy Spirit

Just before He left them, Christ gave His disciples the promise, "Ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto
Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth." "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world." While these words were upon His lips, He
ascended, a cloud of angels received Him, and escorted Him to the City of God.
The disciples returned to Jerusalem, knowing now for a certainty that Jesus was
the Son of God. Their faith was unclouded, and they waited, preparing themselves
by prayer and by humbling their hearts
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before God, until the baptism of the Holy Spirit came.

(65.1)

"And when the Day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in
one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And their appeared unto
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance." In that assembly there were mockers, who did not recognize
the work of the Holy Spirit, and they said, "These men are full of new wine.



(66.1)

"But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye
men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and
hearken to my words: for these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the
third hour of the day. But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel." Read
the history. The Lord was at work in His own way; but had there been such a
manifestation among us, upon whom the ends of the world are come, would not
some have mocked, as on that occasion? Those who did not come under the
influence of the Holy Spirit knew it not. To this class the disciples seemed like
drunken men.

(66.2)
Witnesses of the Cross

After the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the disciples, clothed with the divine panoply,
went forth as witnesses, to tell the wonderful story of the manger and the cross.
They were humble men, but they went forth with the truth. After the death of their
Lord they were a helpless, disappointed, discouraged company--as sheep without
a shepherd; but now they go forth as witnesses
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for the truth, with no weapons but the word and Spirit of God, to triumph over all
opposition.

(66.3)

Their Saviour had been rejected and condemned, and nailed to the ignominious
cross. The Jewish priests and rulers had declared, in scorn, "He saved others;
Himself He cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from
the cross, and we will believe Him." But that cross, that instrument of shame and
torture, brought hope and salvation to the world. The believers rallied; their
hopelessness and conscious helplessness had left them. They were transformed
in character, and united in the bonds of Christian love. Although without wealth,
though counted by the world as mere ignorant fishermen, they were made, by the
Holy Spirit, withesses for Christ. Without earthly honor or recognition, they were
the heroes of faith. From their lips came words of divine eloquence and power that
shook the world.

(67.1)

The third, fourth, and fifth chapters of Acts give an account of their witnessing.
Those who had rejected and crucified the Saviour expected to find His disciples
discouraged, crestfallen, and ready to disown their Lord. With amazement they
heard the clear, bold testimony given under the power of the Holy Spirit. The words



and works of the disciples represented the words and works of their Teacher; and
all who heard them said, They have learned of Jesus, they talk as He talked. "And
with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus:
and great grace was upon them all.”

(67.2)

The chief priests and rulers thought themselves competent to decide what the
apostles should do and teach. As they went forth preaching Jesus everywhere, the
men who were worked by the Holy Spirit did
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many things that the Jews did not approve. There was danger that the ideas and
doctrines of the rabbis would be brought into disrepute. The apostles were creating
a wonderful excitement. The people were bringing their sick folk, and those that
were vexed with unclean spirits, into the streets; crowds were collecting around
them, and those that had been healed were shouting the praises of God and
glorifying the name of Jesus, the very One whom the Jews had condemned,
scorned, spit upon, crowned with thorns, and caused to be scourged and crucified.
This Jesus was extolled above the priests and rulers. The apostles were even
declaring that He had risen from the dead. The Jewish rulers decided that this work
must and should be stopped, for it was proving them guilty of the blood of Jesus.
They saw that converts to the faith were multiplying. "Believers were the more
added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women."

(67.3)
Arrest and Imprisonment of the Apostles

"Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of
the Sadducees,)" who held that there would be no resurrection of the dead. The
assertions made by the apostles that they had seen Jesus after His resurrection,
and that He had ascended to heaven, were overthrowing the fundamental
principles of the Sadducean doctrine. This was not to be allowed. The priests and
rulers were filled with indignation, and laid their hands on the apostles, and put
them in the common prison. The disciples were not intimidated or cast down. The
words of Christ in His last lessons to them were brought to mind: "He that hath My
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me: and he that loveth Me
shall be loved of My Father, and | will love him, and will manifest
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Myself to him." "But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall
testify of Me: and ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with Me from
the beginning. These things have | spoken unto you, that ye should not be
offended. They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. And these things will
they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor Me. But these



things have | told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that | told
you of them."

(68.1)

Preaching Contrary to Established
Doctrines

"The angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth,
and said, Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life."
We see here that the men in authority are not always to be obeyed, even though
they may profess to be teachers of Bible doctrine. There are many today who feel
indignant and aggrieved that any voice should be raised presenting ideas that
differ from their own in regard to points of religious belief. Have they not long
advocated their ideas as truth? So the priests and rabbis reasoned in apostolic
days: What mean these men who are unlearned, some of them mere fishermen,
who are presenting ideas contrary to the doctrines which the learned priests and
rulers are teaching the people? They have no right to meddle with the fundamental
principles of our faith.

(69.1)

But we see that the God of heaven sometimes commissions men to teach that
which is regarded as contrary to the established doctrines. Because those who
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were once the depositaries of truth became unfaithful to their sacred trust, the Lord
chose others who would receive the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness,
and would advocate truths that were not in accordance with the ideas of the
religious leaders. And then these leaders, in the blindness of their minds, give full
sway to what is supposed to be righteous indignation against the ones who have
set aside cherished fables. They act like men who have lost their reason. They do
not consider the possibility that they themselves have not rightly understood the
word. They will not open their eyes to discern the fact that they have misinterpreted
and misapplied the Scriptures, and have built up false theories, calling them
fundamental doctrines of the faith.

(69.2)

But the Holy Spirit will, from time to time, reveal the truth through its own chosen
agencies; and no man, not even a priest or ruler, has a right to say, You shall not
give publicity to your opinions, because | do not believe them. That wonderful "I"
may attempt to put down the Holy Spirit's teaching. Men may for a time attempt to
smother it and kill it; but that will not make error truth, or truth error. The inventive
minds of men have advanced speculative opinions in various lines, and when the
Holy Spirit lets light shine into human minds, it does not respect every point of



man's application of the word. God impressed His servants to speak the truth
irrespective of what men had taken for granted as truth.

(70.1)
Present Dangers

Even Seventh-day Adventists are in danger of closing their eyes to truth as it is in
Jesus, because it contradicts something which they have taken for granted as truth
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but which the Holy Spirit teaches is not truth. Let all be very modest, and seek most
earnestly to put self out of the question, and to exalt Jesus. In most of the religious
controversies the foundation of the trouble is that self is striving for the supremacy.
About what? About matters which are not vital points at all, and which are regarded
as such only because men have given importance to them. (See Matthew
12:31-37; Mark 14:56; Luke 5:21; Matthew 9:3.)

(70.2)

But let us follow the history of the men whom the Jewish priests and rulers thought
so dangerous, because they were bringing in new and strange teaching on almost
every theological subject. The command given by the Holy Spirit, "Go, stand and
speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life," was obeyed by the
apostles; "they entered into the temple early in the morning, and taught. But the
high priest came, and they that were with him, and called the council together, and
all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought.
But when the officers came, and found them not in the prison, they returned, and
told, saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety, and the keepers
standing without before the doors: but when we had opened, we found no man
within. Now when the high priest and the captain of the temple and the chief priests
heard these things, they doubted of them whereunto this would grow. Then came
one and told them, saying Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing in
the temple, and teaching the people. Then went the captain with the officers, and
brought them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have
been stoned.” If the priests and rulers had dared act out their own feelings toward
the apostles, there would have been a different record; for the angel
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of God was a watcher on that occasion, to magnify His name if any violence had
been offered to His servants.

(71.1)
Answer of the Apostles

"And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high
priest asked them, saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not



teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and
intend to bring this Man's blood upon us." (See Matthew 23:34, 35.) "Then Peter
and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.
The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him
hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And we are His witnesses of these
things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey Him.
When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them."

(72.1)

Then the Holy Spirit moved upon Gamaliel, a Pharisee, "a doctor of the law, had in
reputation among all the people.” His advise was, "Refrain from these men, and let
them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: but if it
be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.
And to him they agreed."

(72.2)
Prejudice of Those in Authority

Yet the attributes of Satan so controlled their minds that, notwithstanding the
wonderful miracles that had been wrought in healing the sick and in releasing
God's servants from prison, the priests and rulers were so filled with prejudice and
hatred that they could hardly be
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restrained. "When they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they
commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. And
they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted
worthy to suffer shame for His name. And daily in the temple, and in every house,
they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ."

(72.3)
Mercy of God Exemplified

We can see what evidence was given the priests and rulers, and how firmly they
resisted the Spirit of God. Those who claim superior wisdom and piety may make
most terrible and (to themselves) fatal mistakes if they allow their minds to be
molded by another power, and pursue a course in resistance to the Holy Spirit. The
Lord Jesus, represented by the Holy Spirit, was in the presence of that assembly,
but they did not discern Him. For a moment they had felt the conviction of the Spirit,
that Jesus was the Son of God; but they stifled conviction, and became more blind
and hardened than before. Even after they had crucified the Saviour, God in His
mercy had sent them additional evidence in the works wrought through the
apostles. He was giving them another call to repentance, even in the terrible



charge brought against them by the apostles, that they had killed the Prince of life.
(73.1)

It was not alone the sin of putting to death the Son of God that cut them off from
salvation, but their persistence in rejecting light and the conviction of the Holy Spirit.
The spirit that works in the children of disobedience worked in them, leading them
to abuse the men through whom God was giving a testimony to them. The
malignity of rebellion reappeared, and was
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intensified in every successive act of resistance against God's servants and the
message He had given them to declare.

(73.2)
Resistance of Truth

Every act of resistance makes it harder to yield. Being the leaders of the people,
the priests and rulers felt it incumbent on them to defend the course they had taken.
They must prove that they had been in the right. Having committed themselves in
opposition to Christ, every act of resistance became an additional incentive to
persist in the same path. The events of their past career of opposition are as
precious treasures to be jealously guarded. And the hatred and malignity that
inspired those acts are concentrated against the apostles.

(74.1)

The spirit of God revealed its presence unto those who, irrespective of the fear or
favor of men, declared the truth which had been committed to them. Under the
demonstration of the Holy Spirit's power, the Jews saw their guilt in refusing the
evidence that God had sent; but they would not yield their wicked resistance. Their
obstinacy became more and more determined, and worked the ruin of their souls.
It was not that they could not yield, for they could, yet would not. It was not alone
that they had been guilty, and deserving of wrath, but that they armed themselves
with the attributes of Satan, and determinedly continued to be opposed to God.
Every day, in their refusal to repent, they took up their rebellion afresh. They were
preparing to reap that which they had sown. The wrath of God is not declared
against men merely because of the sins which they have committed, but for
choosing to continue in a state of resistance, and, although they have light and
knowledge,
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repeating their sins of the past. If they would submit, they would be pardoned; but
they are determined not to yield. They defy God by their obstinacy. These souls
have given themselves to Satan, and he controls them according to his will.

(74.2)



How was it with the rebellious inhabitants of the antediluvian world? After rejecting
the message of Noah, they plunged into sin with greater abandon than ever before,
and doubled the enormity of their corrupting practices. Those who refuse to reform
by accepting Christ find nothing reformative in sin; their minds are set to carry their
spirit of revolt, and they are not, and never will be, forced to submission. The
judgment which God brought upon the antediluvian world declared it incurable.
The destruction of Sodom proclaimed the inhabitants of the most beautiful country
in the world incorrigible in sin. The fire and brimstone from heaven consumed
everything except Lot, his wife, and two daughters. The wife, looking back in
disregard of God's command, became a pillar of salt.

(75.1)

How God bore with the Jewish nation while they were murmuring and rebellious,
breaking the Sabbath and every other precept of the law! He repeatedly declared
them worse than the heathen. Each generation surpassed the preceding in guilt.
The Lord permitted them to go into captivity, but after their deliverance His
requirements were forgotten. Everything that He committed to that people to be
kept sacred was perverted or displaced by the inventions of rebellious men. Christ
said to them in His day, "Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you
keepeth the law?" And these were the men who set themselves up as judges and
censors over those whom the Holy Spirit was moving to
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declare the word of God to the people. (See John 7: 9-23, 27, 28; Luke 11:37-52.)

(75.2)
The Holy Spirit to be Left Untrammeled

Read these scriptures to the people. Read carefully, solemnly, and the Holy Spirit
will be by your side to impress minds as you read them. But do not fail to read with
the true sense of the word in your own heart. If God has ever spoken by me, these
scriptures mean very much to those who shall hear them.

(76.1)

Finite men should beware of seeking to control their fellowmen, taking the place
assigned to the Holy Spirit. Let no men feel that it is their prerogative to give to the
world what they suppose to be truth, and refuse that anything should be given
contrary to their ideas. This is not their work. Many things will appear distinctly as
truth which will not be acceptable to those who think their own interpretations of the
Scripture always right. Most decided changes will have to be made in regard to
ideas which some have accepted as without a flaw. These men give evidence of
fallibility in very many ways; they work upon principles which the word of God
condemns. That which makes me feel to the very depths of my being, and makes



me know that their works are not the works of God, is that they suppose they have
authority to rule their fellowmen. The Lord has given them no more right to rule
others than He has given others to rule them. Those who assume the control of
their fellowmen take into their finite hands a work that devolves upon God alone.

(76.2)

That men should keep alive the spirit which ran riot at Minneapolis is an offense to
God. All heaven is indignant at the spirit that for years has been revealed in our
publishing institution at Battle Creek.
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Unrighteousness is practiced that God will not tolerate. He will visit for these things.
A voice has been heard pointing out the errors and, in the name of the Lord,
pleading for a decided change. But who have followed the instruction given? Who
have humbled their hearts to put from them every vestige of their wicked,
oppressive spirit? | have been greatly burdened to set these matters before the
people as they are. | know they will see them. | know that those who read this
matter will be convicted.

(76.3)
A Faithful Message

Hobart, Tasmania, May 1, 1895.

Many Have Outgrown Their Advent Faith

Because iniquity abounds, the love of many waxes cold. There are many who have
outgrown their advent faith. They are living for the world, and while saying in their
hearts, as they desire it shall be, "My Lord delayeth His coming,"” they are beating
their fellow servants. They do this for the same reason that Cain killed Abel. Abel
was determined to worship God according to the directions God had given. This
displeased Cain. He thought that his own plans were best, and that the Lord would
come to his terms. Cain in his offering did not acknowledge his dependence upon
Christ. He thought that his father Adam had been treated harshly in being expelled
from Eden. The idea of keeping that sin ever before the mind, and offering the
blood of the slain lamb as a confession of entire dependence upon a power outside
of himself, was torture to the high spirit
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of Cain. Being the eldest, he thought that Abel should follow his example. When
Abel's offering was accepted of God, the holy fire consuming the sacrifice, Cain's
anger was exceedingly great. The Lord condescended to explain matters to him;
but he would not be reconciled to God, and he hated Abel because God showed



him favor. He became so angry that he slew his brother.
(77.1)

The Lord has a controversy with all men who by their unbelief and doubt have been

saying that He delays His coming, and who have been smiting their fellow servants,
and eating and drinking with (working from the very same principle as) the drunken;
they are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. Satan

has controlled their reason, and they know not at what they stumble.

(78.1)
Result of Separation from God

Just as soon as a man separates from God so that his heart is not under the
subduing power of the Holy Spirit, the attributes of Satan will be revealed, and he
will begin to oppress his fellowmen. An influence goes forth from him that is
contrary to truth and justice and righteousness. This disposition is manifested in
our institutions, not only in the relation of the workers to one another, but in the
desire shown by one institution to control all others. Men who are entrusted with
weighty responsibilities, but who have no living connection with God, have been
and are doing despite to His Holy Spirit. They are indulging the very same spirit as
did Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, and as did the Jews in the days of Christ. (See
Matthew 12:22-29, 31-37.) Warnings have come from God again and again for
these men, but they have cast them aside and ventured on in the same course.
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(78.2)

Read the words of Christ in Matthew 23:23: "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have
done, and not to leave the other undone.” These denunciations are given as a
warning to all who "outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within" "are full of
hypocrisy and iniquity.” They say, We are delivered to do all these things. They
also say, "If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. Wherefore," said Jesus, "ye be
witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the
prophets.” What lessons are here; how fearful and decisive! Jesus said,
"Wherefore, behold, | send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and
some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your
synagogues, and persecute them from city to city.” This prophecy was literally
fulfilled by the Jews in their treatment of Christ and of the messengers whom God
sent to them. Will men in these last days follow the example of those whom Christ
condemned?



(79.1)

These terrible predictions they have not as yet carried out to the full; but if God
spares their lives, and they nourish the same spirit that marked their course of
action both before and after the Minneapolis meeting, they will fill up to the full the
deeds of those whom Christ condemned when He was upon the earth.

(79.2)

The perils of the last days are upon us. Satan takes the control of every mind that is
not decidedly under the control of the Spirit of God. Some have been cultivating
hatred against the men whom God has commissioned to bear a special message
to the world. They
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began this satanic work at Minneapolis. Afterward, when they saw and felt the
demonstration of the Holy Spirit testifying that the message was of God, they hated
it the more, because it was a testimony against them. They would not humble their
hearts to repent, to give God the glory, and vindicate the right. They went on in
their own spirit, filled with envy, jealousy, and evil surmisings, as did the Jews.
They opened their hearts to the enemy of God and man. Yet these men have been
holding positions of trust, and have been molding the work after their own
similitude, as far as they possibly could. . . .

(79.3)
Exhortation to Repentance

Those who are now first, who have been untrue to the cause of God, will soon be
last, unless they repent. Unless they speedily fall upon the Rock and be broken,
and be born again, the spirit that has been cherished will continue to be cherished.
Mercy's sweet voice will not be recognized by them. Bible religion, in private and in
public, is with them a thing of the past. They have been zealously declaiming
against enthusiasm and fanaticism. Faith that calls upon God to relieve human
suffering, faith that God has enjoined upon His people to exercise, is called
fanaticism. But if there is anything upon the earth that should inspire men with
sanctified zeal, it is the truth as it is in Jesus. It is the grand, great work of
redemption. It is Christ, made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption.

(80.1)

The Lord has often made manifest in His providence that nothing less than
revealed truth, the word of God, can reclaim man from sin or keep him from
transgression. That word which reveals the guilt of sin has a
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power upon the human heart to make man right and keep him so. The Lord has



said that His word is to be studied and obeyed; it is to be brought into the practical
life; that word is as inflexible as the character of God-- the same yesterday, today,
and forever.

(80.2)
The True Inspiration to Enthusiasm

If there is anything in our world that should inspire enthusiasm, it is the cross of
Calvary. "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it
knew Him not." "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Christ
is to be accepted, believed on, and exalted. This is to be the theme of
conversation--the preciousness of Christ.

(81.1)
Truth to be Enthroned in the Heart

There is in Battle Creek a class that have the truth planted in the heart. It is to them
the power of God unto salvation. But unless the truth is enthroned in the heart, and
a thorough transition takes place from darkness to light, those who handle sacred
responsibilities are ministers of darkness, blind leaders of the blind. "Clouds they
are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit,
twice dead, plucked up by the roots." God requires that every soul that names His
name shall have the truth enthroned in the heart. The time in which we live
demands it. Eternity demands it. Pure religion demands it.

82

(81.2)
Worldly Amusements

Parties of Pleasure [SPECIAL TESTIMONY TO
BATTLE CREEK CHURCH (1896), PAGES 25-32.]

While there has been so much fear of excitement and enthusiasm in the service of
God, there has been manifest an enthusiasm in another line which to many seems
wholly congenial. | refer to the parties of pleasure that have been held among our
people. These occasions have taken much of the time and attention of people who
profess to be servants of Christ; but have these assemblies tended to the glory of
His name? Was Jesus invited to preside over them? Gatherings for social
intercourse may be made in the highest degree profitable and instructive when
those who meet together have the love of God glowing in their hearts, when they



meet to exchange thoughts in regard to the word of God, or to consider methods
for advancing His work, and doing good to their fellowmen. When nothing is said or
done to grieve the Holy Spirit of God, but it is regarded as a welcome guest, then
God is honored, and those who meet together will be refreshed and strengthened.
"Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord
hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for
them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name. And they shall be Mine,
saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when | make up My jewels."

(82.1)

But there has been a class of social gatherings in Battle Creek of an entirely
different character, parties of pleasure that have been a disgrace to our institutions
and to the church. They encourage pride of dress, pride of appearance,
self-gratification, hilarity, and trifling. Satan
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is entertained as an honored guest, and he takes possession of those who
patronize these gatherings. A view of one such company was presented to me,
where were assembled those who profess to believe the truth. One was seated at
the instrument of music, and such songs were poured forth as made the watching
angels weep. There was mirth, there was coarse laughter, there was abundance of
enthusiasm, and a kind of inspiration; but the joy was such as Satan only is able to
create. This is an enthusiasm and infatuation of which all who love God will be
ashamed. It prepares the participants for unholy thought and action. | have reason
to think that some who were engaged in that scene heartily repented of the
shameful performance.

(82.2)
Effect of such Gatherings

Many such gatherings have been presented to me. | have seen the gaiety, the
display in dress, the personal adornment. All want to be thought brilliant, and give
themselves up to hilarity, foolish jesting, cheap, coarse flattery, and uproarious
laughter. The eyes sparkle, the cheek is flushed, conscience sleeps. With eating
and drinking and merrymaking, they do their best to forget God. The scene of
pleasure is their paradise. And heaven is looking on, seeing and hearing all.

(83.1)

Bicycle Sport

Turn to another scene. In the streets of the city is a party gathered for a bicycle
race. In this company also are those who profess to know God and Jesus Christ

whom He has sent. But who that looks upon the exciting race would think that
those who were thus exhibiting themselves were the followers of Christ? Who



would suppose that any of that party felt their need of
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Christ? Who would think they realized the value of their time and their physical
powers as gifts from God, to be preserved for His service? Who thinks of the
danger of accident, or that death may be the result of their wild chase? Who have
prayed for the presence of Jesus, and the protection of the ministering angels? Is
God glorified by these performances? Satan is playing the game of life for these
souls, and he is well pleased with that which he sees and hears.

(83.2)
A Profanation of Religion

The once earnest Christian who enters into these sports is on the downgrade. He
has left the region pervaded by the vital atmosphere of heaven, and has plunged
into an atmosphere of mist and fog. It may be some humble believer is induced to
join in these sports. But if he maintains his connection with Christ, he cannot in
heart participate in the exciting scene. The words he hears are not congenial, for
they are not the language of Canaan. The speakers do not give evidence that they
are making melody in their hearts to God. But there is unmistakable evidence that
God is forgotten. He is not in all their thoughts. These parties of pleasure and
gatherings for exciting sports, made up of those who profess to be Christians, are a
profanation of religion and the name of God.

(84.1)
Deceptive Working of Satan

The tenor of the conversation reveals the treasure of the heart. The cheap,
common talk, the words of flattery, the foolish witticism, spoken to create a laugh,
are the merchandise of Satan, and all who indulge in this talk are trading in his
goods. Impressions are made upon those who hear these things similar to that
made upon
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Herod when the daughter of Herodias danced before him. All these transactions
are recorded in the books of heaven; and at the last great day they will appear in
their true light before the guilty ones. Then all will discern in them the alluring,
deceptive workings of the devil, to lead them into the broad road and the wide gate
that opens to their ruin.

(84.2)
Professed Christians as Decoys of Satan

Satan has been multiplying his snares in Battle Creek; and professed Christians
who are superficial in character and religious experience are used by the tempter



as his decoys. This class are always ready for the gatherings for pleasure or sport,
and their influence attracts others. Young men and young women who have tried
to be Bible Christians are persuaded to join the party, and they are drawn into the
ring. They did not prayerfully consult the divine standard, to learn what Christ had
said in regard to the fruit to be borne on the Christian tree. They do not discern that
these entertainments are really Satan's banquet, prepared to keep souls from
accepting the call to the marriage supper of the Lamb; they prevent them from
receiving the white robe of character, which is the righteousness of Christ. They
become confused as to what it is right for them as Christians to do. They do not
want to be thought singular, and naturally incline to follow the example of others.
Thus they come under the influence of those who have never had the divine touch
on heart or mind.

(85.1)

In these exciting gatherings, carried away by the glamour and passion of human
influence, youth that have been carefully instructed to obey the law of God, are led
to form attachments for those whose education has been a mistake, and whose
religious experience has
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been a fraud. They sell themselves to a lifelong bondage. As long as they live, they
must be hampered by their union with a cheap, superficial character, one who lives
for display, but who has not the precious, inward adorning, the ornament of a meek
and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price. When sickness and
death shall come to those who have lived to please themselves merely, they find
that they have provided no oil in their vessels with their lamps, and they are utterly
unfitted to close their life's history. This has been, this will continue to be.

(85.2)

We ask of those who have had great light in Battle Creek, Has the truth of God lost
its hold upon the soul? Has the fine gold become dim? What has been the cause of
this fanaticism and enthusiasm? A fearful accountability rests upon world-loving,
selfish parents, for sin lies at their door. How much more favorable it would be if the
school buildings that are now in Battle Creek were far off from the city, and
separated from so large a colony of professed Sabbathkeepers!

(86.1)
Deplorable Conviction Gaining Ground

The conviction is gaining ground in the world that Seventh-day Adventists are
giving the trumpet an uncertain sound, that they are following in the path of
worldlings. Families in Battle Creek are departing from God, in planning contracts
of marriage with those who have no love for God, with those who have lived a
frivolous life, who have never practiced self-denial, and know not from experience



what it means to be laborers together with God. Strange things are being
transacted. False phases of Christianity are being received and taught, which bind
souls in deception and delusion. Men are
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walking in the light of the sparks of their own kindling. Those who love and fear
God will not descend to the world's level in choosing the society of the vain and
trifling. They will not become charmed with men or women who are not converted.
They are to stand up for Jesus, and then Jesus will stand up for them.

(86.2)
Dishonest Dealings in Business

Some of those who know the truth, but do not practice it, are trampling upon the
law of God in their business transactions. We should have no intimate association
with them, lest we catch their spirit, and share their doom. The patriarch Jacob,
when speaking of certain deeds of his sons, which he contemplated with horror,
exclaimed, "O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine
honor, be not thou united.” He felt that his own honor would be compromised if he
associated with sinners in their doings. He lifts the danger signal to warn us away
from such associations, lest we become partakers of their evil deeds. The Holy
Spirit, through the apostle Paul, utters a similar warning, "Have no fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them."

(87.1)
True Attitude of the Christian

The eternal God has drawn the line of distinction between the saints and the
sinners, the converted and the unconverted. The two classes do not blend into
each other imperceptibly, like the colors of the rainbow. They are as distinct as
midday and midnight.

(87.2)

Those who are seeking the righteousness of Christ will be dwelling upon the
themes of the great salvation. The Bible is the storehouse that supplies their souls
with
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nourishing food. They meditate upon the incarnation of Christ, they contemplate
the great sacrifice made to save them from perdition, to bring in pardon, peace,
and everlasting righteousness. The soul is aglow with these grand and elevating
themes. Holiness and truth, grace and righteousness, occupy the thoughts. Self
dies, and Christ lives in His servants. In contemplation of the word, their hearts
burn within them, as did the hearts of the two disciples while they went to Emmaus,
and Christ walked with them by the way, and opened to them the scriptures



concerning Himself.
(87.3)

How few realize that Jesus, unseen, is walking by their side! How ashamed many
would be to hear His voice speaking to them, and to know that He heard all their
foolish, common talk! And how many hearts would burn for holy joy if they only
knew that the Saviour was by their side, that the holy atmosphere of His presence
was surrounding them, and they were feeding on the bread of life! How pleased the
Saviour would be to hear His followers talking of His precious lessons of instruction,
and to know that they had a relish for holy things! When the truth abides in the
heart, there is no place for criticism of God's servants, or for picking flaws with the
message He sends. That which is in the heart will flow from the lips. It cannot be
repressed. The things that God has prepared for those that love Him will be the
theme of conversation. The love of Christ is in the soul as well of water, springing
up into everlasting life, sending forth living streams that bring life and gladness
wherever they flow.
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(88.1)

Rejecting the Light [SPECIAL
TESTIMONY TO BATTLE CREEK CHURCH (1896),
PAGES 32-42]

God says to His servants, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and
show My people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins." But when
the plain, straight testimony comes from lips under the moving of the Spirit of God,
there are many who treat it with disdain. There are among us those who, in actions
if not in words, "say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto
us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: get you out of the
way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before
us. Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, Because ye despise this word, and
trust in oppression and perverseness, and stay thereon: therefore this iniquity shall
be to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking
cometh suddenly at an instant. . . . For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of
Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall
be your strength: and ye would not."

(89.1)
Cleansing of the Heart Needed

| inquire of those in responsible positions in Battle Creek, What are you doing? You
have turned your back, and not your face, to the Lord. There needs to be a



cleansing of the heart, the feelings, the sympathies, the words, in reference to the
most momentous subjects--the Lord God, eternity, truth. What is the message to
be given at this time? It is the third angel's message. But that light which is to fill the
whole earth with its glory has been despised by some who claim to believe the
present truth. Be careful how you treat it. Take
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off the shoes off your feet; for you are on holy ground. Beware how you indulge the
attributes of Satan, and pour contempt upon the manifestation of the Holy Spirit. |
know not but some have even now gone too far to return and to repent.

(89.2)
Communication of Light

| state truth. The souls who love God, who believe in Christ, and who eagerly grasp
every ray of light, will see light, and rejoice in the truth. They will communicate the
light. They will grow in holiness. Those who receive the Holy Spirit will feel the
chilling atmosphere that surrounds the souls of others by whom these great and
solemn realities are unappreciated and spoken against. They feel that they are in
the council of the ungodly, of men who stand in the way of sinners, and sit in the
seat of the scornful.

(90.1)

The word of God speaketh truth, not a lie. In it is nothing strained, nothing extreme,
nothing overdone. We are to accept it as the word of the living God. In obedience
to that word, the church have duties to perform which they have not done. They are
not to flee from the post of duty; but in trial and temptation they should lean more

heavily upon God. There are difficulties to be met, but God's people as one must

rise to the emergencies. There are duties to be discharged to the church and to our
God.

(90.2)

The Spirit of God is departing from many among His people. Many have entered
into dark, secret paths, and some will never return. They will continue to stumble to
their ruin. They have tempted God, they have rejected light. All the evidence that
will ever be given them they have received, and have not heeded. They
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have chosen darkness rather than light, and have defiled their souls. No man or
church can associate with a pleasure-loving class, and reveal that they appreciate
the rich current which the Lord has sent to those who have simple faith in His word.
The world is polluted, corrupted, as was the world in the days of Noah. The only
remedy is belief in the truth, acceptance of the light. Yet many have listened to the
truth spoken in demonstration of the Spirit, and they have not only refused to
accept the message, but they have hated the light. These men are parties to the



ruin of souls. They have interposed themselves between the heaven-sent light and
the people. They have trampled upon the word of God and are doing despite to His
Holy Spirit.

(90.3)

| call upon God's people to open their eyes. When you sanction or carry out the
decisions of men who, as you know, are not in harmony with truth and
righteousness, you weaken your own faith and lose your relish for communion with
God. You seem to hear the voice which was addressed to Joshua: "Wherefore liest
thou thus upon thy face? Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed My
covenant which | commanded them. . . . There is an accursed thing in the midst of
thee, O Israel.” "Neither will | be with you anymore, except ye destroy the accursed
from among you." Christ declares, "He that gathereth not with Me scattereth
abroad.”

(91.1)
The Message of Justification by Faith

The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message to His people through
Elders Waggoner and Jones. This message was to bring more prominently before
the world the uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. It
presented justification
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through faith in the Surety; it invited the people to receive the righteousness of
Christ, which is made manifest in obedience to all the commandments of God.
Many had lost sight of Jesus. They needed to have their eyes directed to His divine
person, His merits, and His changeless love for the human family. All power is
given into His hands, that He may dispense rich gifts unto men, imparting the
priceless gift of His own righteousness to the helpless human agent. This is the
message that God commanded to be given to the world. It is the third angel's
message, which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and attended with the
outpouring of His Spirit in a large measure.

(91.2)

The uplifted Saviour is to appear in His efficacious work as the Lamb slain, sitting
upon the throne, to dispense the priceless covenant blessings, the benefits He
died to purchase for every soul who should believe on Him. John could not express
that love in words; it was too deep, too broad; he calls upon the human family to
behold it. Christ is pleading for the church in the heavenly courts above, pleading
for those for whom He paid the redemption price of His own lifeblood. Centuries,
ages, can never diminish the efficacy of this atoning sacrifice. The message of the
gospel of His grace was to be given to the church in clear and distinct lines, that the
world should no longer say that Seventh-day Adventists talk the law, the law, but



do not teach or believe Christ.
(92.1)

The efficacy of the blood of Christ was to be presented to the people with
freshness and power, that their faith might lay hold upon its merits. As the high
priest sprinkled the warm blood upon the mercy seat, while the fragrant cloud of
incense ascended before God,

93

so while we confess our sins and plead the efficacy of Christ's atoning blood, our
prayers are to ascend to heaven, fragrant with the merits of our Saviour's character.
Notwithstanding our unworthiness, we are ever to bear in mind that there is One
that can take away sin and save the sinner. Every sin acknowledged before God
with a contrite heart, He will remove. This faith is the life of the church. As the
serpent was lifted up in the wilderness by Moses, and all that had been bitten by
the fiery serpents were bidden to look and live, so also the Son of man must be
lifted up, that "whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life."

(92.2)

Unless he makes it his life business to behold the uplifted Saviour, and by faith to
accept the merits which it is his privilege to claim, the sinner can no more be saved
than Peter could walk upon the water unless he kept his eyes fixed steadily upon
Jesus. Now, it has been Satan's determined purpose to eclipse the view of Jesus
and lead men to look to man, and trust to man, and be educated to expect help
from man. For years the church has been looking to man and expecting much from
man, but not looking to Jesus, in whom our hopes of eternal life are centered.
Therefore God gave to His servants a testimony that presented the truth as it is in
Jesus, which is the third angel's message, in clear, distinct lines. John's words are
to be sounded by God's people, that all may discern the light and walk in the light:
"He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and
speaketh of the earth: He that cometh from heaven is above all. And what He hath
seen and heard, that He testifieth; and no man receiveth His testimony. He that
hath received His testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. For He
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whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by
measure unto Him. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into His
hand. He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him."

(93.2)
This is the testimony that must go throughout the length and breadth of the world. It

presents the law and the gospel, binding up the two in a perfect whole. (See
Romans 5 and 1 John 3:9 to the close of the chapter.) These precious scriptures



will be impressed upon every heart that is opened to receive them. "The entrance
of Thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple"--those who are
contrite in heart. "As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name." These have not a mere
nominal faith, a theory of truth, a legal religion, but they believe to a purpose,
appropriating to themselves the richest gifts of God. They plead for the gift, that
they may give to others. They can say, "Of His fullness have all we received, and
grace for grace."

(94.1)

"He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the
love of God toward us, because that God sent His only-begotten Son into the world,
that we might live through Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He
loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so
loved us, we ought also to love one another. No man hath seen God at any time. If
we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us. Hereby
know we that we dwell in Him, and He in us, because He hath given us of His
Spirit."
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(94.2)
God's Message for the Present Time

This is the very work which the Lord designs that the message He has given His
servants shall perform in the heart and mind of every human agent. It is the
perpetual life of the church to love God supremely and to love others as they love
themselves. There was but little love for God or man, and God gave to His
messengers just what the people needed. Those who received the message were
greatly blessed, for they saw the bright rays of the Sun of Righteousness, and life
and hope sprang up in their hearts. They were beholding Christ. "Fear not," is His
everlasting assurance; "l am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive
forevermore." "Because | live, ye shall live also.” The blood of the spotless Lamb of
God the believers apply to their own hearts. Looking upon the great Antitype, we
can say, "It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” The Sun of
Righteousness shines into our hearts to give the knowledge of the glory of Jesus
Christ. Of the Holy Spirit's office He says, "He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive
of Mine, and shall show it unto you." The psalmist prays, "Purge me with hyssop,
and | shall be clean: wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow. . . . Create in me a
clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy
presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation; and uphold me with Thy free Spirit. Then will | teach transgressors Thy
ways; and sinners shall be converted unto Thee."



(95.1)

The Lord would have these grand themes studied
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in our churches, and if every church member shall give entrance to the word of
God, it will give light and understanding to the simple. "Who is among you that
feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness,
and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God.
Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in
the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of
Mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.” (See Isaiah 29:13-16, 18-21.) "Thus saith
the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory
in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in
this, that he understandeth and knoweth Me, that | am the Lord which exercise
loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things |
delight, saith the Lord."

(95.2)

Never was there a time when the Lord would manifest His great grace unto His
chosen ones more fully than in these last days when His law is made void. "The
Lord is well pleased for His righteousness' sake; He will magnify the law, and make
it honorable." What does God say in regard to His people? "But this is a people
robbed and spoiled; they are all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison
houses: they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith,
Restore." (See also Isaiah 43.) These are prophecies that will be fulfilled.

(96.1)
Warning Against Despising God's Message

| would speak in warning to those who have stood for years resisting light and
cherishing the spirit of opposition. How long will you hate and despise the
messengers of God's righteousness? God has given
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them His message. They bear the word of the Lord. There is salvation for you, but
only through the merits of Jesus Christ. The grace of the Holy Spirit has been
offered you again and again. Light and power from on high have been shed
abundantly in the midst of you. Here was evidence, that all might discern whom the
Lord recognized as His servants. But there are those who despised the men and
the message they bore. They have taunted them with being fanatics, extremists,
and enthusiasts. Let me prophesy unto you: Unless you speedily humble your
hearts before God, and confess your sins, which are many, you will, when it is too
late, see that you have been fighting against God. Through the conviction of the
Holy Spirit, no longer unto reformation and pardon, you will see that these men
whom you have spoken against have been as signs in the world, as witnesses for



God. Then you would give the whole world if you could redeem the past, and be
just such zealous men, moved by the Spirit of God to lift your voice in solemn
warning to the world; and, like them, to be in principle firm as a rock. Your turning
things upside down is known of the Lord. Go on a little longer as you have gone, in
rejection of the light from heaven, and you are lost. "The man that shall be unclean,
and shall not purify himself, that soul shall be cut off from among the
congregation.”

(96.2)

| have no smooth message to bear to those who have been so long as false
guideposts, pointing the wrong way. If you reject Christ's delegated messengers,
you reject Christ. Neglect this great salvation, kept before you for years, despise
this glorious offer of justification through the blood of Christ and sanctification
through the cleansing power of the Holy Spirit, and there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation.
| entreat
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you now to humble yourselves and cease your stubborn resistance of light and
evidence. Say unto the Lord, Mine iniquities have separated between me and my
God. O Lord, pardon my transgressions. Blot out my sins from the book of Thy
remembrance. Praise His holy name, there is forgiveness with Him, and you can
be converted, transformed.

(97.1)

"For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the
unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how much more shall the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?"

(98.1)

"Let Him That Thinketh He Standeth
Take Heed Lest He Fall"

Idolatry of the Children of Israel

"Moreover, brethren, | would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers
were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and were all baptized unto
Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the same spiritual meat; and did
all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed
them: and that Rock was Christ. But with many of them God was not well pleased:



for they were overthrown in the wilderness." The experience of Israel, referred to in
the above words by the apostle, and as recorded in the one hundred fifth and one
hundred sixth psalms, contains lessons of warning that the people of God in these
last days especially need to study. | urge
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that these chapters be read at least once every week.

(98.2)

"Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil
things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is
written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.”

(99.1)

In the hearing of all Israel, God had spoken in awful majesty upon Mount Sinai,
declaring the precepts of His law. The people, overwhelmed with the sense of guilt,
and fearing to be consumed by the glory of the presence of the Lord, had entreated
Moses, "Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest
we die." God called Moses up into the mount that He might communicate to him
the laws for Israel, but how quickly the solemn impression made upon that people
by the manifestation of God's presence passed away. Even the leaders of the host
seemed to have lost their reason. The memory of their covenant with God, their
terror when, falling upon their faces, they had exceedingly feared and quaked, all
had vanished like smoke. Although the glory of God was still like devouring fire
upon the top of the mount, yet when the presence of Moses was withdrawn, the old
habits of thought and feeling began to assert their power. The people wearied of
waiting for the return of Moses and began to clamor for some visible representation
of God.

(99.2)

Aaron, who had been left in charge of the camp, yielded to their clamors. Instead of
exercising faith in God, trusting to divine power to sustain him, he was tempted to
believe that if he resisted the demands of the people, they would take his life; and
he did as they desired. He collected the golden ornaments, made the molten calf,
and fashioned it with a graving tool. Then the leaders of the people declared,
"These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of
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Egypt." When Aaron saw that the image he had graven pleased the people, he
was proud of his workmanship. He built an altar before the idol, "made
proclamation, and said, Tomorrow is a feast to the Lord. And they rose up early on
the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the
people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play." They drank and feasted,
and gave themselves up to mirth and dancing, which ended in the shameful orgies
that marked the heathen worship of false gods.



(99.3)

God in heaven beheld it all, and warned Moses of what was taking place in the
camp, saying, "Now therefore let Me alone, that My wrath may wax hot against
them, and that | may consume them: and | will make of thee a great nation. And
Moses besought the Lord his God, and said, Lord, why doth Thy wrath wax hot
against Thy people, which Thou has brought forth out of the land of Egypt with
great power, and with a mighty hand? Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and
say, For mischief did He bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to
consume them from the face of the earth? Turn from Thy fierce wrath, and repent
of this evil against Thy people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Thy
servants, to whom Thou swarest by Thine own self, and saidst unto them, | will
multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that | have spoken of will
| give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it forever. And the Lord repented of the
evil which He thought to do unto His people.”

(100.1)

As Moses came down from the mountain with the two tables of the testimony in his
hand, he heard the shouts of the people, and, as he came near, beheld the idol and
the reveling multitude. Overwhelmed with
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horror and indignation that God had been dishonored, and that the people had
broken their solemn covenant with Him, he cast the two tables of stone upon the
ground and broke them beneath the mount. Though his love for Israel was so great
that he was willing to lay down his own life for them, yet his zeal for the glory of God
moved him to anger, which found expression in this act of such terrible significance.
God did not rebuke him. The breaking of the tables of stone was but a
representation of the fact that Israel had broken the covenant which they had so
recently made with God. It is a righteous indignation against sin, which springs
from zeal for the glory of God, not that anger prompted by self-love or wounded
ambition, which is referred to in the scripture, "Be ye angry, and sin not." Such was
the anger of Moses.

(100.2)

"And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to
powder, and strewed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink of it.
And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought
SO great a sin upon them? And Aaron said, Let not the anger of my lord wax hot:
thou knowest the people, that they are set on mischief. For they said unto me,
Make us gods, which shall go before us: for as for this Moses, the man that brought
us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him." And "Moses saw
that the people were naked; (for Aaron had made them naked unto their shame
among their enemies)."



(101.1)
Special Influence of Satan's Work

To us the warning is given, "All these things happened unto them for ensamples:
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world
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are come." Mark the influence of their extremes and fanaticism in the service of the
great master worker, Satan. As soon as the wicked one had the people under his
control, there were exhibitions of a satanic character. The people ate and drank
without a thought of God and His mercy, without a thought of the necessity of
resisting the devil, who was leading them on to the most shameful deeds. The
same spirit was manifested as at the sacrilegious feast of Belshazzar. There was
glee and dancing, hilarity and singing, carried to an infatuation that beguiled the
senses; then the indulgence in inordinate, lustful affections--all this mingled in that
disgraceful scene. God had been dishonored; His people had become a shame in
the sight of the heathen. Judgments were about to fall on that infatuated, besotted
multitude. Yet God in His mercy gave them opportunity to forsake their sins.

(101.2)

"Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the Lord's side?"
The trumpeters caught up the words, and sounded them through the trumpet,
"Who is on the Lord's side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi
gathered themselves together unto him." All who were repentant had the privilege
of taking their stand beside Moses. "And he said unto them, Thus saith the Lord
God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to
gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his
companion, and every man his neighbor. And the children of Levi did according to
the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that day about three thousand
men." There was no partiality, no hypocrisy, no confederating to shield the guilty.
For the terror of the Lord was upon the people.
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(102.1)

Those who had shown so little sense of the presence and the greatness of God,
and who, after the exhibition of His majesty, were ready to depart from the Lord,
would be a continual snare to Israel. They were slain, as a rebuke to sin, and to put
a fear upon the people to dishonor God.

(103.1)

Danger of Self-Pleasing



| cannot now consider this history further, but | ask you in every city, in every town,
in every household, | ask every individual, to study the lesson of this scripture,
bearing in mind the words of inspiration, "Let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall." Here is presented the only election that is brought to view in the
word of God. It is those who take heed lest they fall that will be accepted at last.
There can be no presumption more fatal than that which leads men to venture
upon a course of self-pleasing. In view of this solemn warning from God, should
not fathers and mothers take heed? Should they not faithfully point out to the youth
the dangers that are constantly arising to lead them away from God? Many allow
the youth to attend parties of pleasure, thinking that amusement is essential for
health and happiness; but what dangers are in that path! The more the desire for
pleasure is gratified, the more it is cultivated and the stronger it becomes. The life
experience is largely made up of self-gratification in amusement. God bids us to
beware. "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall."
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(103.2)

We should come into a position where every difference will be melted away. If |
think | have light, | shall do my duty in presenting it. Suppose | consulted others
concerning the message the Lord would have me give to the people; the door
might be closed so that the light might not reach the ones to whom God had send it.
When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, "the whole multitude of the disciples began to
rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen;
saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest. And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said
unto Him, Master, rebuke Thy disciples. And He answered and said unto them, |
tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry
out."--Review and Herald, February 18, 1890.

(104.1)

My brethren, in His great mercy and love God has given you great light, and Christ
says to you, "Freely ye have received, freely give." Let the light bestowed on you
shine forth to those in darkness. Let us rejoice and be glad that Christ has not only
given us His word, but has given us also the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of God, and that in His strength we may be more than conquerors.
Christ is saying: "Come unto Me. To Me belong right counsel and sound judgment.
| have understanding and strength for you." By faith we must rest in Christ,
remembering the words of one who was inspired of God to write, "Thy gentleness
hath made me great." Ask God to give you much of the oil of His grace. Carefully
consider every word, whether it be written or spoken.--Review and Herald,
December 22, 1904.

(104.2)



Chapter 3 - The Holy Scriptures
How Shall We Search the Scriptures? [GOSPEL
WORKERS, 1893 EDITION, PAGES 125-131.]

How shall we search the Scriptures in order to understand what they teach? We
should come to the investigation of God's word with a contrite heart, a teachable
and prayerful spirit. We are not to think, as did the Jews, that our own ideas and
opinions are infallible; nor with the papists, that certain individuals are the sole
guardians of truth and knowledge, that men have no right to search the Scriptures
for themselves, but must accept the explanations given by the fathers of the church.
We should not study the Bible for the purpose of sustaining our preconceived
opinions, but with the single object of learning what God has said.

(105.1)

Some have feared that if in even a single point they acknowledge themselves in
error, other minds would be led to doubt the whole theory of truth. Therefore they
have felt that investigation should not be permitted, that it would tend to dissension
and disunion. But if such is to be the result of investigation, the sooner it comes the
better. If there are those whose faith in God's word will not stand the test of an
investigation of the Scriptures, the sooner they are revealed the better; for then the
way will be opened to show them their error. We cannot hold that a position once
taken, an idea once advocated, is not, under any circumstances, to be relinquished.
There is but One who is infallible--He who is the way, the truth, and the life.

(105.2)

Those who allow prejudice to bar the mind against the reception of truth cannot
receive the divine enlightenment. Yet, when a view of Scripture is presented,
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many do not ask, Is it true--in harmony with God's word? but, By whom is it
advocated? and unless it comes through the very channel that pleases them, they
do not accept it. So thoroughly satisfied are they with their own ideas that they will
not examine the Scripture evidence with a desire to learn, but refuse to be
interested, merely because of their prejudices.

(105.3)

The Lord often works where we least expect Him; He surprises us by revealing His
power through instruments of His own choice, while He passes by the men to
whom we have looked as those through whom light should come. God desires us
to receive the truth upon its own merits--because it is truth.



(106.1)

The Bible must not be interpreted to suit the ideas of men, however long they may
have held these ideas to be true. We are not to accept the opinion of
commentators as the voice of God; they were erring mortals like ourselves. God
has given reasoning powers to us as well as to them. We should make the Bible its
own expositor.

(106.2)
Carefulness in Presenting New Views

All should be careful about presenting new views of Scripture before they have
given these points thorough study, and are fully prepared to sustain them from the
Bible. Introduce nothing that will cause dissension, without clear evidence that in it
God is giving a special message for this time.

(106.3)

But beware of rejecting that which is truth. The great danger with our people has
been that of depending upon men and making flesh their arm. Those who have not
been in the habit of searching the Bible for themselves, or weighing evidence, have
confidence in the leading men and accept the decisions they make; and thus many
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will reject the very messages God sends to His people, if these leading brethren do
not accept them.

(106.4)

No one should claim that he has all the light there is for God's people. The Lord will
not tolerate this. He has said,"l have set before thee an open door, and no man can
shut it." Even if all our leading men should refuse light and truth, that door will still
remain open. The Lord will raise up men who will give the people the message for
this time.

(107.2)
The Truth Will Stand

Truth is eternal, and conflict with error will only make manifest its strength. We
should never refuse to examine the Scriptures with those who, we have reason to
believe, desire to know what is truth. Suppose a brother held a view that differed
from yours, and he should come to you, proposing that you sit down with him and
make an investigation of that point in the Scriptures; should you rise up, filled with
prejudice, and condemn his ideas, while refusing to give him a candid hearing?
The only right way would be to sit down as Christians and investigate the position



presented in the light of God's word, which will reveal truth and unmask error. To
ridicule his ideas would not weaken his position in the least if it were false, or
strengthen your position if it were true. If the pillars of our faith will not stand the test
of investigation, it is time that we knew it. There must be no spirit of Pharisaism
cherished among us.

(107.2)

The Scriptures to be Studied with
Reverence

We should come with reverence to the study of the Bible, feeling that we are in the
presence of God. All lightness and trifling should be laid aside. While some

108

portions of the word are easily understood, the true meaning of other parts is not so
readily discerned. There must be patient study and meditation and earnest prayer.
Every student, as he opens the Scriptures, should ask for the enlightenment of the
Holy Spirit; and the promise is sure that it will be given.

(107.3)

The spirit in which you come to the investigation of the Scriptures will determine
the character of the assistant at your side. Angels from the world of light will be with
those who in humility of heart seek for divine guidance. But if the Bible is opened
with irreverence, with a feeling of self-sufficiency, if the heart is filled with prejudice,
Satan is beside you, and he will set the plain statements of God's word in a
perverted light.

(108.1)

There are some who indulge in levity, sarcasm, and even mockery toward those
who differ with them. Others present an array of objections to any new view; and
when these objections are plainly answered by the words of Scripture, they do not
acknowledge the evidence presented, nor allow themselves to be convinced. Their
guestioning is not for the purpose of arriving at truth, but is intended merely to
confuse the minds of others.

(108.2)

Some have thought it an evidence of intellectual keenness and superiority to
perplex minds in regard to what is truth. They resort to subtlety of argument, to
playing upon words; they take unjust advantage in asking questions. When their
guestions have been fairly answered, they will turn the subject [and] bring up
another point to avoid acknowledging the truth. We should beware of indulging the
spirit which controlled the Jews. They would not learn of Christ, because His



explanation of the Scriptures did not agree with their ideas; therefore
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they became spies upon His track, "laying wait for Him, and seeking to catch
something out of His mouth, that they might accuse Him." Let us not bring upon
ourselves the fearful denunciation of the Saviour's words, "Woe unto you, lawyers!
for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and
them that were entering in ye hindered.”

(108.3)
In Simplicity and Faith

It does not require much learning or ability to ask questions that are difficult to
answer. A child may ask questions over which the wisest men may be puzzled. Let
us not engage in a contest of this kind. The very same unbelief exists in our time as
prevailed in the days of Christ. Now as then the desire for preferment and the
praise of men leads people away from the simplicity of true godliness. There is no
pride so dangerous as spiritual pride.

(109.1)

Young men should search the Scriptures for themselves. They are not to feel that it
is sufficient for those older in experience to find out the truth; that the younger ones
can accept it from them as authority. The Jews perished as a nation because they
were drawn from the truth of the Bible by their rulers, priests, and elders. Had they
heeded the lessons of Jesus, and searched the Scriptures for themselves, they
would not have perished.

(109.2)

Young men in our ranks are watching to see in what spirit the ministers come to the
investigation of the Scriptures; whether they have a teachable spirit, and are
humble enough to accept evidence, and receive light from the messengers whom
God chooses to send.

(109.3)

We must study the truth for ourselves. No man should be relied upon to think for us.
No matter who he
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is, or in what position he may be placed, we are not to look upon any man as a
criterion for us. We are to counsel together, and to be subject one to another; but at
the same time we are to exercise the ability God has given us, in order to learn
what is truth. Each one of us must look to God for divine enlightenment. We must
individually develop a character that will stand the test in the day of God. We must
not become set in our ideas, and think that no one should interfere with our



opinions.
(109.4)

When a point of doctrine that you do not understand comes to your attention, go to
God on your knees, that you may understand what is truth and not be found as
were the Jews fighting against God. While warning men to beware of accepting
anything unless it is truth, we should also warn them not to imperil their souls by
rejecting messages of light, but to press out of the darkness by earnest study of the
word of God.

(110.1)

When Nathanael came to Jesus, the Saviour exclaimed, "Behold an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no guile!" Nathanael said, "Whence knowest Thou me?" Jesus
answered, "When thou wast under the fig tree, | saw thee." And Jesus will see us
also in the secret places of prayer, if we seek Him for light that we may know what
is truth.

(110.2)

If a brother is teaching error, those who are in responsible positions ought to know
it; and if he is teaching truth, they ought to take their stand at his side. We should all
know what is being taught among us; for if it is truth, we need to know it. The
Sabbath school teacher needs to know it, and every Sabbath school scholar ought
to understand it. We are all under obligation to God to understand what He sends
us. He has given directions by which we may test every doctrine--"To
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the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them."” But if it is according to this test, do not be so full of
prejudice that you cannot acknowledge a point simply because it does not agree
with your ideas.

(110.3)

It is impossible for any mind to comprehend all the richness and greatness of even
one promise of God. One catches the glory of one point of view, another the beauty
and grace from another point, and the soul is filled with the heavenly light. If we
saw all the glory, the spirit would faint. But we can bear far greater revelations from
God's abundant promises than we now enjoy. It makes my heart sad to think how
we lose sight of the fullness of blessing designed for us. We content ourselves with
momentary flashes of spiritual illumination, when we might walk day after day in
the light of His presence.

(111.1)



Dear brethren, pray as you never before prayed for beams from the Sun of
Righteousness to shine upon the word, that you may be able to understand its true
meaning. Jesus pleaded that His disciples might be sanctified through the
truth--the word of God. Then how earnestly should we pray that He who "searcheth
all things, yea, the deep things of God," He whose office it is to bring all things to
the remembrance of God's people, and to guide them into all truth, may be with us
in the investigation of His Holy Word.

(111.2)

God wants us to depend upon Him, and not upon man. He desires us to have a
new heart; He would give us revealings of light from the throne of God.--Review
and Herald, February 18, 1890.
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(111.3)

The Study of the Books of Daniel

and the Revelation [COMPILED FROM
VARIOUS PUBLICATIONS, AND FROM
MANUSCRIPTS OF LARGE CIRCULATION.]

God's Spirit has illuminated every page of Holy Writ, but there are those upon
whom it makes little impression, because it is imperfectly understood. When the
shaking comes, by the introduction of false theories, these surface readers,
anchored nowhere, are like shifting sand. They slide into any position to suit the
tenor of their feelings of bitterness. . . . Daniel and Revelation must be studied, as
well as the other prophecies of the Old and New Testaments. Let there be light,
yes, light, in your dwellings. For this we need to pray. The Holy Spirit, shining upon
the sacred page, will open our understanding, that we may know what is truth. . . .

(112.1)

There is need of a much closer study of the word of God; especially should Daniel
and the Revelation have attention as never before in the history of our work. We
may have less to say in some lines, in regard to the Roman power and the papacy;
but we should call attention to what the prophets and apostles have written under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit has so shaped matters,
both in the giving of the prophecy and in the events portrayed, as to teach that the
human agent is to be kept out of sight, hid in Christ, and that the Lord God of
heaven and His law are to be exalted. Read the book of Daniel. Call up, point by
point, the history of the kingdoms there represented. Behold statesmen, councils,
powerful armies, and see how God wrought to abase the pride of men, and lay
human glory in the dust. . . .



(112.2)

The light that Daniel received from God was given
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especially for these last days. The visions he saw by the banks of the Ulai and the
Hiddekel, the great rivers of Shinar, are now in process of fulfillment, and all the
events foretold will soon come to pass.

(112.3)

Consider the circumstances of the Jewish nation when the prophecies of Daniel
were given.

(113.1)

Let us give more time to the study of the Bible. We do not understand the word as
we should. The book of Revelation opens with an injunction to us to understand the
instruction that it contains. "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy,” God declares, "and keep those things which are written
therein: for the time is at hand.” When we as a people understand what this book
means to us, there will be seen among us a great revival. We do not understand
fully the lessons that it teaches, notwithstanding the injunction given us to search
and study it.

(113.2)

In the past teachers have declared Daniel and the Revelation to be sealed books,
and the people have turned from them. The veil whose apparent mystery has kept
many from lifting it, God's own hand has withdrawn from these portions of His word.
The very name "Revelation” contradicts the statement that it is a sealed book.
"Revelation" means that something of importance is revealed. The truths of this
book are addressed to those living in these last days. We are standing with the veil
removed in the holy place of sacred things. We are not to stand without. We are to
enter, not with careless, irreverent thoughts, not with impetuous footsteps, but with
reverence and godly fear. We are nearing the time when the prophecies of the
book of Revelation are to be fulfilled. . . .
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(113.3)

We have the commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, which is
the spirit of prophecy. Priceless gems are to be found in the word of God . Those
who search this word should keep the mind clear. Never should they indulge
perverted appetite in eating or drinking.



(114.1)

If they do this, the brain will be confused; they will be unable to bear the strain of
digging deep to find out the meaning of those things which relate to the closing
scenes of this earth's history.

(114.2)

When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better understood, believers will
have an entirely different religious experience. They will be given such glimpses of
the open gates of heaven that heart and mind will be impressed with the character
that all must develop in order to realize the blessedness which is to be the reward
of the pure in heart.

(114.3)

The Lord will bless all who will seek humbly and meekly to understand that which is
revealed in the Revelation. This book contains so much that is large with
immortality and full of glory that all who read and search it earnestly receive the
blessing to those "that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things
which are written therein."

(114.4)
Result of True Study

One thing will certainly be understood from the study of Revelation--that the
connection between God and His people is close and decided.

(114.5)

A wonderful connection is seen between the universe of heaven and this world.
The things revealed to Daniel were afterward complemented by the revelation
made to John on the Isle of Patmos. These two books should be carefully studied.
Twice Daniel
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inquired, How long shall it be to the end of time?

(114.6)

"And | heard, but | understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of
these things? And He said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and
sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried;
but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the
wise shall understand. And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken
away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand



two hundred and ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the
thousand three hundred and five and thirty days. But go thou thy way till the end be:
for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days."

(115.1)

It was the Lion of the tribe of Judah who unsealed the book and gave to John the
revelation of what should be in these last days.

(115.2)

Daniel stood in his lot to bear his testimony which was sealed until the time of the
end, when the first angel's message should be proclaimed to our world. These
matters are of infinite importance in these last days; but while "many shall be
purified, and made white, and tried," "the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the
wicked shall understand.” How true this is! Sin is the transgression of the law of
God; and those who will not accept the light in regard to the law of God will not
understand the proclamation of the first, second, and third angel's messages. The
book of Daniel is unsealed in the revelation to John, and carries us forward to the
last scenes of this earth's history.

(115.3)

Will our brethren bear in mind that we are living amid the perils of the last days?
Read Revelation in connection with Daniel. Teach these things.
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(115.4)
Unconquerable Forces Waiting

Those who eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of God will bring from the
books of Daniel and Revelation truth that is inspired by the Holy Spirit. They will
start into action forces that cannot be repressed. The lips of children will be opened
to proclaim the mysteries that have been hidden from the minds of men.

(116.1)

We are standing on the threshold of great and solemn events. Many of the
prophecies are about to be fulfilled in quick succession. Every element of power is
about to be set to work. Past history will be repeated; old controversies will arouse
to new life, and peril will beset God's people on every side. Intensity is taking hold
of the human family. It is permeating everything upon the earth. . . .

(116.2)



Study Revelation in connection with Daniel, for history will be repeated. . . . We,
with all our religious advantages, ought to know far more today than we do know.

(116.3)

Angels desire to look into the truths that are revealed to the people who with
contrite hearts are searching the word of God and praying for greater lengths and
breadths and depths and heights of the knowledge which He alone can give.

(116.4)

As we near the close of this world's history, the prophecies relating to the last days
especially demand our study. The last book of the New Testament Scriptures is full
of truth that we need to understand. Satan has blinded the minds of many so that
they have been glad of any excuse for not making the Revelation their study. But

Christ through His servant John has here declared what shall be in the last days;

and He says, "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the
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words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein."

(116.5)

The books of Daniel and the Revelation should be bound together and published.
A few explanations of certain portions might be added, but | am not sure that these
would be needed.

(117.1)

This is the suggestion that | made to Elder Haskell which resulted in the book he
published. The need is not filled by this book. It was my idea to have the two books
bound together, Revelation following Daniel, as giving fuller light on the subjects
dealt with in Daniel. The object is to bring these books together, showing that they
both relate to the same subjects.

(117.2)

A message that will arouse the churches is to be proclaimed. Every effort is to be
made to give the light, not only to our people, but to the world. | have been
instructed that the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation should be printed in
small books, with the necessary explanations, and should be sent all over the
world. Our own people need to have the light placed before them in clearer lines.

(117.3)

The vision that Christ presented to John, presenting the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus, is to be definitely proclaimed to all nations, people, and



tongues. The churches, represented by Babylon, are represented as having fallen
from their spiritual state to become a persecuting power against those who keep
the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. To John this
persecuting power is represented as having horns like a lamb, but as speaking like
a dragon. . ..

(117.4)

As we near the close of time, there will be greater and still greater external parade
of heathen power; heathen deities will manifest their signal power, and

118

will exhibit themselves before the cities of the world; and this delineation has
already begun to be fulfilled. By a variety of images the Lord Jesus represented to
John the wicked character and seductive influence of those who have been
distinguished for their persecution of God's people. All need wisdom carefully to
search out the mystery of iniquity that figures so largely in the winding up of this
earth's history. . . . In the very time in which we live, the Lord has called His people
and has given them a message to bear. He has called them to expose the
wickedness of the man of sin who has made the Sunday law a distinctive power,
who has thought to change times and laws, and to oppress the people of God who
stand firmly to honor Him by keeping the only true Sabbath, the Sabbath of
creation, as holy unto the Lord.

(117.5)

The perils of the last days are upon us, and in our work we are to warn the people
of the danger they are in. Let not the solemn scenes which prophecy has revealed
be left untouched. If our people were half awake, if they realized the nearness of
the events portrayed in the Revelation, a reformation would be wrought in our
churches, and many more would believe the message. We have no time to lose;
God calls upon us to watch for souls as they that must give an account. Advance
new principles, and crowd in the clear-cut truth. It will be as a sword cutting both
ways. But be not too ready to take a controversial attitude. There will be times
when we must stand still and see the salvation of God. Let Daniel speak, let the
Revelation speak, and tell what is truth. But whatever phase of the subject is
presented, uplift Jesus as the center of all hope, "the Root and the Offspring of
David, and the bright and morning Star."”
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(118.1)
Dig Deeper
We do not go deep enough in our search for truth. Every soul who believes present

truth will be brought where he will be required to give a reason of the hope that is in
him. The people of God will be called upon to stand before kings, princes, rulers,



and great men of the earth, and they must know that they do know what is truth.
They must be converted men and women. God can teach you more in one moment
by His Holy Spirit than you could learn from the great men of the earth. The
universe is looking upon the controversy that is going on upon the earth. At an
infinite cost, God has provided for every man an opportunity to know that which will
make him wise unto salvation. How eagerly do angels look to see who will avail
himself of this opportunity! When a message is presented to God's people, they
should not rise up in opposition to it; they should go to the Bible, comparing it with
the law and the testimony, and if it does not bear this test, it is not true. God wants
our minds to expand. He desires to put His grace upon us. We may have a feast of
good things every day, for God can open the whole treasure of heaven to
us.--Review and Herald, February 18, 1890.

(119.1)

Chapter 4 - God's High Standard

True Education in Our Churches [SPECIAL
TESTIMONY TO BATTLE CREEK CHURCH (1898),
PAGES 13-25.]

Fitting Souls for Service

"The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul." "Blessed are the undefiled in
the way, who walk in the law of the Lord. Blessed are they that keep His
testimonies, and that seek Him with the whole heart. They also do no iniquity: they
walk in His ways. Thou hast commanded us to keep Thy precepts diligently. O that
my ways were directed to keep Thy statutes! Then shall | not be ashamed, when |
have respect unto all Thy commandments.”

(120.1)

Let us take this for our lesson. Study every word attentively. Upright principles and
pure sentiments, cultivated and practiced, form a character after the divine
similitude. A conscience void of offense toward God and man, a heart that feels the
tenderest sympathy for human beings, especially that they may be won for Christ,
will have the attributes that Christ had. All such will be imbued with His Spirit. They
will have a reservoir of persuasion and a storehouse of simple eloquence.

(120.2)
As Christians, we are now to labor most earnestly to bring souls to Jesus Christ.

There must be no cheap chapters of experience woven into our Christian life. All
true experience costs every soul that obtains it an effort, because of Satan's



temptations. God sees how the soul hungers for the knowledge of God, for
salvation through Christ; and the promise is, "Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled."
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(120.3)
Characteristics of the True Seeker

God has commanded all men to obey His law. He sees not as man sees. His
standard is elevated, pure, and holy; yet all may reach that standard. The Lord
sees the soul want, the conscious soul hunger. He regards the disposition of the
mind, from whence our actions proceed. He sees whether above everything else
respect and faith are evidenced toward God. The true seeker, who is striving to be
like Jesus in word, life, and character, will contemplate his Redeemer and, by
beholding, become changed into His image, because he longs and prays for the
same disposition and mind that was in Christ Jesus. He is not restrained from euvil
through fear of shame or through fear of loss, for he knows that all he enjoys
comes from God, and he would improve his blessings that he may represent Christ.
He is not hungry to stand the highest, to obtain praise from human beings. This is
not his eager interest. By making a wise improvement of what he now has, he
seeks to obtain more and still more ability, that he may give to God greater service.
He longs after God. The history of his Redeemer, the immeasurable sacrifice that
He made, becomes full of meaning to him. Christ, the Majesty of Heaven, became
poor, that we through His poverty might become rich; not rich merely in
endowments, but rich in attainments.

(121.1)

These are the riches that Christ earnestly longs that His followers shall possess.
As the true seeker after the truth reads the word and opens his mind to receive the
word, he longs after truth with his whole heart. The love, the pity, the tenderness,
the courtesy, the Christian politeness, which will be the elements in the heavenly
mansions that Christ has gone to prepare for those that
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love Him, take possession of his soul. His purpose is steadfast. He is determined
to stand on the side of righteousness. Truth has found its way into the heart, and is
planted there by the Holy Spirit, who is the truth. When truth takes hold of the heart,
the man gives sure evidence of this by becoming a steward of the grace of Christ.

(121.2)

The heart of the true Christian is imbued with true love, with a most earnest hunger
for souls. He is not at rest until he is doing all that is in his power to seek and to
save that which is lost. Time and strength are spent; toilsome work is not shunned.
Others must be given the truth which has brought to his own soul such gladness



and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.
(122.1)

When the truly converted soul enjoys the love of God, he will feel his obligation to
yoke up with Christ and work in harmony with Him. The Spirit of Christ rests upon
him. He reveals the Saviour's love, pity, and compassion, because he is one with
Christ. He yearns to bring others to Jesus. His heart is melted with tenderness as
he sees the peril of the souls that are out of Christ. He watches for souls as one
that must give an account. With invitations and pleadings mingled with assurances
of the promises of God, he seeks to win souls to Christ; and it is registered in the
books of record. He is a laborer together with God.

(122.2)

Is not God the proper object of imitation? It should be the work of the Christian's life
to put on Christ, and to bring himself to a more perfect likeness of Christ. The sons
and daughters of God are to advance in their resemblance to Christ, our pattern.
Daily they are to behold His glory, and contemplate His incomparable excellence.
Tender, true, and full of compassion, they are to pull souls out of the fire, hating
even the garment spotted by the flesh.
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(122.3)
We are not Working Alone

There is a work to be done by God's people. What is true eloguence in the human
life? It is a heart full of pure sentiments, a veneration for all God's commandments.
But earnest work has not been done. A certain round of duties has been performed,
but this is not enough. Step out of the common channel. If you cannot reach the
members of the churches, do not become discouraged. Take the work into the
highways, and if the self-righteousness of those for whom you labor will not be
penetrated by the leaven of truth, go out of the usual round into the byways, and
there do your missionary work.

(123.1)

God will not leave you to work alone. Ever since the proclamation of the third
angel's message, angels of God have been waiting to cooperate with the human
agent who is in earnest and determined to work. We must go deeper into the mines
of truth than we have done.

(123.2)

"God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever



believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Oh, what love God
hath shown for fallen man! Why do those who know the truth pass by on the other
side so many who are in suffering need?

(123.3)

The whole worship of ancient Israel was a promise, in figures and symbols, of
Christ; and it was not merely a promise, but an actual provision, designed by God
to aid millions of people by lifting their thoughts to Him who was to manifest Himself
to our world.

(123.4)
Christ the Revelation of God

In Christ the world beheld the invisible God. "I am in the Father," He said, "and the
Father in Me." "He
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that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” "If ye had known Me, ye should have
known My Father also: and from henceforth ye know Him, and have seen Him." In
all our acts of true devotion we fix our eye of faith upon our Advocate, who is
standing between man and the eternal throne, waiting to meet our every effort and
by His Spirit assist us to a more perfect knowledge of God.

(123.5)

The Lamb of God is represented before us as "in the midst of the throne" of God.
He is the great ordinance by which man and God are united and commune
together. Thus men are represented as sitting in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
This is the appointed place of meeting between God and humanity.

(124.1)

"And for their sakes | sanctify Myself, that they also might be sanctified through the
truth. Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me
through their word; that they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and | in
Thee, that they also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast
sent Me. And the glory which Thou gavest Me | have given them; that they may be
one, even as We are one: | in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made
perfect in one; and that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved
them, as Thou hast loved Me." Christ brought human nature into a personal
relation with His own divinity. Thus He has given a center for the faith of the
universe to fasten upon.

(124.2)



God designs that His law shall be obeyed by all who believe on Jesus Christ. Satan
knew that if the human family could be induced to believe that God abolished His
moral standard of character, man would not have a moral looking glass into which
he could look and see what manner of person he was.
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(124.3)

"If any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his
natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the
perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a
doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. If any man among you
seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this
man's religion is vain. Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this,
To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted
from the world."

(125.1)

This is the word of the living God. The law is God's great moral looking glass. He is
to compare his words, his spirit, his actions, with the word of God. If we decide that
in these last days we have no work assigned to us that is out of the common
course of the nominal churches, we shall meet with great disappointment. The
great question to be investigated, weighed, and decided is, What can | do to reach
souls that are lost? God calls for a work to be done by Seventh-day Adventists that
| need not define. Unless the work is first done in their own hearts, all the specific
directions that might be given to point out their course of action will be labor in vain.

(125.2)

Read the second chapter of James. Practice the truth in your daily life and you will
know the work that the Lord has given you to do. Read also the fourth chapter,
especially verses 5-12; and chapter 5, especially verses 13-20. These chapters
are a dead letter to the larger number of those who claim to be Seventh-day
Adventists. | am directed to point you to these scriptures, and to the seventh
chapter of Matthew. You need to study every word as for your life.
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(125.3)

What the church in Battle Creek needs is to be doers of the word. This will lead a
large number out of Battle Creek into other places, towns, and cities, where people
have not had the light and opportunities that you have had. Many souls are now
hanging in the balance. They are not with Christ. They are not gathering with Christ.
Their influence is divided. They scatter abroad.



(126.1)

Especially give heed to these words: "Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings
of Mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house
upon a rock: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And
everyone that heareth these sayings of Mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened
unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: and the rain descended,
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and
a great was the fall of it." Many houses now supposed to stand secure will fall. The
Lord declares that He will not accept divided service.

(126.2)
Precious Words of Warning and Promise

If you will take heed to the words of warning found in the chapters that | am
directed to present before you, you will change your attitude, and become children
of God. Thus you may save your souls through faith in Jesus Christ. You will
receive the counsel given in the fifty-eight chapter of Isaiah. If you will follow the
directions marked out, the promise will be fulfilled: "Then shall thy light break forth
as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness
shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy rearward. Then shalt thou
call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, and He shall say, Here |
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am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger,
and speaking vanity; and if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the
afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the
noonday: and the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought,
and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring
of water, whose waters fail not."

(126.3)

Take up your appointed work. The Lord will fulfill the promise on His part. These
inspired scriptures would never have been given to you if the Lord had not had
confidence that you could do all that He has required. You can heed the invitation,
"Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light."

(2127.1)
You may rise to the heights to which the Holy Spirit calls you. True religion means

living the word in your practical life. Your profession is not of any value without the
practical doing of the word. "If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself,



and take up his cross daily, and follow Me." This is the condition of discipleship.
"Behold My Servant, whom | have chosen; My Beloved, in whom My soul is well
pleased: | will put My Spirit upon Him, and He shall show judgment to the Gentiles.
He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear His voice in the streets. A
bruised reed shall He not break, and smoking flax shall He not quench, till He send
forth judgment unto victory. And in His name shall the Gentiles trust.”

(127.2)

Thank God that a work is being done outside of the church. The church has not
been properly educated to work outside of their own people. Many souls out
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of the church might have been enlightened, and a great deal more light brought
into the church, if every church member in every country, who claims to have the
advanced light of truth, had worked with heart and soul and voice to win souls to
the truth. Altogether too little work is being done by church members for those who
need the light, those who are outside of the church of Seventh-day Adventists. The
Lord declares: "A bruised reed shall He not break, and smoking flax shall He not
guench, till He send forth judgment unto victory. And in His name shall the Gentiles
trust." Those who cooperate with Jesus Christ will realize that all these promises
are fulfilled in their own experience. The Lord has pointed out the duty of every soul.
In the jJudgment no one will have any excuse to present for not doing his duty.

(127.3)
A Closer Test of Discipleship

The test of discipleship is not brought to bear as closely as it should be upon those
who present themselves for baptism. It should be understood whether those who
profess to be converted are simply taking the name of Seventh-day Adventists, or
whether they are taking their stand on the Lord's side to come out from the world
and be separate and touch not the unclean thing. When they give evidence that
they fully understand their position, they are to be accepted. But when they show
that they are following the customs and fashions and sentiments of the world, they
are to be faithfully dealt with. If they feel no burden to change their course of action,
they should not be retained as members of the church. The Lord wants those who
compose His church to be true, faithful stewards of the grace of Christ.
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(128.1)

The sin of these last days is upon the professed people of God. Through
selfishness, love of pleasure, and love of dress, they deny the Christ that their
church membership says that they are following. | thank God that Jesus Christ
knows every impulse in the heart of the believer. Many profess to be children of
God who do not follow Christ. Their frivolity, their cheap conversation, their want of



high-toned piety, their low aims, mislead others who would pursue a different
course were it not for the example of these deceptive characters, those who do not
love Christ or do His will but simply follow their own imaginations.

(129.1)

Jesus is acquainted with every heart that is humble, meek, and lowly. These have
trials and make mistakes, but they are brokenhearted because they grieve the
Saviour who loved them and died for them. They come humbly to His feet; they
fight His battles. In meekness and lowliness of heart they seek to do good to others.
They seek to advance the cause of truth in good and earnest endeavor.

(129.2)

The Lord Jesus loves those for whom He has given His life; and when worldly
influences are allowed to come in between them and their Helper, when idols are
chosen before Christ, when His appeals to the human soul are regarded with
indifference and there is no response, Jesus is grieved. He knows that they are
meeting with great losses, for they are stumbling blocks to sinners. They are not
gathering with Christ, but scattering from Him. But when through great affliction the
Spirit of God touches their hearts, and they turn to Him, He will hear their prayers.
Christ knows the capabilities He has given to every soul to serve Him for his
present and eternal good. He desires that these souls shall not disappoint Him. He
wants them to shine in His kingdom. Those who will be the most highly
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honored are those who take up their cross daily, and follow Christ.

(129.3)
Make a Reality of Truth

The Lord Jesus demands that every soul make a reality of truth. Show that you
believe that you are not half with Christ and half with the world. Of all such Christ
says: "l would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, | will spew thee out of My mouth.” He who appreciates the love
of Christ will be an earnest worker with Christ to bring other souls as sheaves to the
Master. Thorough work is always done by all who are connected with Christ. They
bear fruit to His glory. But indolence and carelessness and frivolity separate the
soul from Christ, and Satan comes in to work his will with the poor worldly subject.
We have a great truth, but through careless indifference the truth has lost its force
upon us. Satan has come in with his specious temptations, and has led the
professed followers of Christ away from their Leader, classing them with the foolish
virgins.

(130.1)



The Lord is coming, and we now need the oil of grace in our vessels with our lamps.
| ask, Who will now be on the Lord's side? Before Jesus went away, He promised
that He would return again, and receive us unto Himself, "that where | am," He said,
"ye may be also." We are strangers and pilgrims in this world. We are to walit,
watch, pray, and work. The whole mind, the whole soul, the whole heart, and the
whole strength are purchased by the blood of the Son of God. We are not to feel it
our duty to wear a pilgrim's dress of just such a color, just such a shape, but neat,
modest apparel, that the word of inspiration teaches us we should wear. If our
hearts are united with Christ's heart, we shall have a most intense desire
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to be clothed with His righteousness. Nothing will be put upon the person to attract
attention or to create controversy.

(130.2)

Christianity--how many there are who do not know what it is! It is not something put
on the outside. It is a life inwrought with the life of Jesus. It means that we are
wearing the robe of Christ's righteousness. In regard to the world, Christians will
say, We will not dabble in politics. They will say decidedly, We are pilgrims and
strangers; our citizenship is above. They will not be seen choosing company for
amusement. They will say, We have ceased to be infatuated by childish things. We
are strangers and pilgrims, looking for a city which hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God.

(131.1)

Sabbath Observance the Sign of Loyalty [SPECIAL
TESTIMONY TO BATTLE CREEK CHURCH (1898), PAGES
29-40.]

Sunnyside, Cooranbong, January 12, 1898.

| call upon all who have united in a course of action that is wrong in principle to
make a decided reformation, and forever after walk humbly with God. The world is
soon to be judged. A righteous God must avenge the death of His Son. Today men
are choosing Barabbas, and saying, Crucify Christ. They will do this in the person
of His saints. They will go over the same ground as the Jewish priests and rulers
did in their treatment of Christ. He, the Son of God, and an innocent man, was
murdered because He told men truths that it did not please them to hear. Yet He
was the Son of the infinite God.
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(131.2)



Those who today despise the law of Jehovah, showing no respect for His
commandments, are taking sides with the great apostate. They proclaim to a
sin-corrupted world that the law of God is null and void. Those who declare this as
truth deceive the people, and have virtually nailed the law of Jehovah to the cross
between two thieves. What a thought!

(132.1)

Before the worlds unfallen and the heavenly universe, the world will have to give
an account to the Judge of the whole earth, the very One they condemned and
crucified. What a reckoning day that will be! It is the great day of God's vengeance.
Christ does not then stand at Pilate's bar. Pilate and Herod, and all that mocked,
scourged, rejected, and crucified Him will then understand what it means to feel
the wrath of the Lamb. Their deeds will appear before them in their true character.

(132.2)
A Terrible Deception

What a terrible deception is upon the minds of those who think that the world is
growing better! Christ declares, "As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in
the days of the Son of man."” "For as in the days that were before the Flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah
entered into the ark, and knew not until the Flood came, and took them all away; so
shall also the coming of the Son of man be." To just such a pass will the world
come in rejecting the law of God.

(132.3)

"And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship
the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without
mixture into the cup of His indignation; and he shall be tormented
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with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of
the Lamb: and the smoke of their torment ascendeth up forever and ever: and they
have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever
receiveth the mark of his name."

(132.4)

John was called to behold a people distinct from those who worship the beast or
his image by keeping the first day of the week. The observance of this day is the
mark of the beast. John declares, "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they
that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus."



(133.1)

"And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ." We are plainly shown that two parties will exist at the
appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. In which party do we wish to be
found? "Behold, | come quickly," Christ says, "and My reward is with Me, to give
every man according as his work shall be. | am Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the end, the first and the last. Blessed are they that do His commandments,
that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into
the city." This is the destination of commandment keepers. Should we not all wish
to be among that number who have right to the tree of life, and who enter through
the gates into the city?

(133.2)

Adam and Eve and their posterity lost their right to the tree of life because of their
disobedience. "And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of Us, to
know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of
life, and eat, and live forever: therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the
Garden of Eden, to till the ground from
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whence he was taken." Adam and Eve transgressed the law of God. This made it
necessary for them to be driven from Eden and be separated from the tree of life,
to eat of which after their transgression would perpetuate sin. "So He drove out the
man; and He placed at the east of the Garden of Eden cherubims, and a flaming
sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life." Man was
dependent upon the tree of life for immortality, and the Lord took these precautions
lest men should eat of that tree "and live forever"--become immortal sinners.

(133.3)

Death entered the world because of transgression. But Christ gave His life that
man should have another trial. He did not die on the cross to abolish the law of God,
but to secure for man a second probation. He did not die to make sin an immortal
attribute; He died to secure the right to destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil. He suffered the full penalty of a broken law for the whole world.
This He did, not that men might continue in transgression, but that they might
return to their loyalty and keep God's commandments and His law as the apple of
their eye.

(134.1)

A Sign of Obedience



The sign of obedience is the observance of the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment. If men keep the fourth commandment, they will keep all the rest. It
was no human voice that spoke to Moses, giving him the Sabbath as a sign. "The
Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying,
Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and you throughout
your generations; that ye may know that | am the Lord that doth sanctify you. Ye
shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for it is
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holy unto you: everyone that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever
doeth any work therein, that soul be cut off from among his people."

(134.2)

The Lord does not leave so important a precept as this without definite
specification. "Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the Sabbath of rest,
holy to the Lord: whosoever doeth any work in the Sabbath day, he shall surely be
put to death. Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe
the Sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant.”

(135.1)

Human Philosophy Versus Divine
Revelation

Human philosophy declares that an indefinite period of time was taken in the
creation of the world. Does God state the matter thus? No; He says, "It is a sign
between Me and the children of Israel forever: for in six days [not six indefinite
periods of time; for then there would be no possible way for man to observe the day
specified in the fourth commandment] the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the
seventh day He rested, and was refreshed.” Please read carefully the fifth chapter
of Deuteronomy. God says again, "Remember [do not forget] the Sabbath day, to
keep it holy. . . . For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the
Sabbath day, and hallowed it."

(135.2)

Yet with the living oracles before them, those who claim to preach the word present
the suppositions of human minds, the maxims and commandments of men. They
make void the law of God by their traditions. The sophistry in regard to the world's
being created in an indefinite period of time is one of Satan's
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falsehoods. God speaks to the human family in language they can comprehend.
He does not leave the matter so indefinite that human beings can handle it
according to their theories. When the Lord declares that He made the world in six



days and rested on the seventh day, He means the day of twenty-four hours, which
He has marked off by the rising and setting of the sun.

(135.3)

God would not present the death sentence for a disregard of the Sabbath unless
He had presented before men a clear understanding of the Sabbath. After He had
created our world and man, He looked upon the work that He had done, and
pronounced it very good. And when the foundation of the earth was laid, the
foundation of the Sabbath was laid also. "When the morning stars sang together,
and all the sons of God shouted for joy," God saw that a Sabbath was essential for
man, even in Paradise. In giving the Sabbath, God considered man's spiritual and
physical health.

(136.1)
Not Any Day in Seven

God made the world in six literal days, and on the seventh literal day He rested
from all His work which He had done, and was refreshed. So He has given man six
days in which to labor. But He sanctified the day of His rest, and gave it to man to
be kept, free from all secular labor. By thus setting apart the Sabbath, God gave
the world a memorial. He did not set apart one day and any day in seven, but one
particular day, the seventh day. And by observing the Sabbath, we show that we
recognize God as the living God, the Creator of heaven and earth.

(136.2)

There is nothing in the Sabbath that restricts it to any particular class of people. It
was given for all mankind. It is to be employed, not in indolence, but in
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the contemplation of the works of God. This men are to do that they may "know
that | am the Lord that sanctify them."”

(136.3)

The Lord draws very nigh to His people on the day that He has blessed and
sanctified. "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth His
handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth
knowledge." The Sabbath is God's memorial, pointing men to their Creator, who
made the world and all things that are therein. In the everlasting hills, in the lofty
trees, in every opening bud and blooming flower, we may behold the work of the
great Master Artist. All speak to us of God and His glory.

(137.1)



Every loyal child of God will seek to know the truth. John stated the truth so plainly
that a child may understand it, "If ye love Me, keep My commandments. And | will
pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with
you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it
seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him." Do we choose to be numbered with those
who cannot discern the truth, who are so blinded by the deceptive power of the
enemy that they see not Him who is the express image of the Father's person?

(137.2)

The followers of Christ are of another class altogether. "But ye know Him; for He
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. | will not leave you comfortless: | will come to
you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth Me no more; but ye see Me: because |
live, ye shall live also." "He that hath My commandments, and keepeth them, he it
is that loveth Me: and he that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, and | will love
him, and will manifest Myself to him." "If a man
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love Me, he will keep My words: and My Father will love him, and We will come
unto him, and make Our abode with him. He that loveth Me not keepeth not My
sayings: and the word which ye hear is not Mine, but the Father's which sent Me."
The word of a human being is not to be received and believed without question.
We must first ask, Do they speak in harmony with the word? Do they refuse a plain
"Thus saith the Lord" because they see that it involves a cross?

(137.3)
On Which Side are You?

Are we on the side of those who refuse to be loyal to God? They have no interest in
knowing God. They reject the divine Son of God, the personification of all human
goodness. They place themselves with those who, although no fault could be
preferred against Christ, chose instead a thief and a murderer. This testifies to the
moral taste of the world. Shall we be on the side of the world, or on the side of
Christ, who declared, "l have kept My Father's commandments"?

(138.1)

The word of Jehovah will stand forever. "In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with
God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that
was made. In Him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. . . . He was in the world, and the
world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not. He came unto His own, and
His own received Him not. But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: which were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
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man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth.”

(138.2)

Those who receive Christ by faith as their personal Saviour cannot be in harmony
with the world. There are two distinct classes: One is loyal to God, keeping His
commandments, while the other talks and acts like the world, casting away the
word of God, which is truth, and accepting the words of the apostate, who rejected
Jesus.

(139.1)
Whom Will You Choose?

On whose side are we? The world cast Christ out; the heavens received Him. Man,
finite man, rejected the Prince of life; God, our Sovereign Ruler, received Him into
the heavens. God has exalted Him. Man crowned Him with a crown of thorns; God
has crowned Him with a crown of royal majesty. We must all think candidly. Will
you have this man Christ Jesus to rule over you, or will you have Barabbas? The
death of Christ brings to the rejecter of His mercy the wrath and judgments of God,
unmixed with mercy. This is the wrath of the Lamb. But the death of Christ is hope
and eternal life to all who receive Him and believe in Him.

(139.2)

God will most assuredly call the world to judgment to avenge the death of His
only-begotten Son, the One who stood at the bar of Pilate and Herod. That One is
now in the heavenly courts making intercession for the people who refused Him.
Shall we choose the stamp of the world, or shall we choose to be God's separate,
peculiar people? Shall we receive a "Thus saith the Lord,” for the "Thus saith" of
man? The

140

papal power, the man of sin, decides that the Roman Catholic Church has
changed the law of God. In the place of the seventh day they have baptized and
presented to the world a child of the papacy, the first day of the week, to be
observed as a holy day of rest. The Protestant world has received this child of the
papacy, has cradled it, and given to it the honor that God has placed on the
seventh day.

(139.3)

"Behold, | have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the Lord my God
commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it. Keep



therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight
of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation
is a wise and understanding people. For what nation is there so great, who hath
God so nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upon Him
for? And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so
righteous as all this law, which | set before you this day? Only take heed to thyself,
and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen,
and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons,
and thy sons' sons; specially the day that thou stoodest before the Lord thy God in
Horeb, when the Lord said unto me, Gather Me the people together, and | will
make them hear My words, that they may learn to fear Me all the days that they
shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children. . . . And He
declared unto you His covenant, which He commanded you to perform, even Ten
Commandments; and He wrote them upon two tables of stone."

(140.1)

"Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord: and
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thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy might. And these words, which | command thee this day, shall be in thine
heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon
thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write
them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates."”

(140.2)

"For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen
thee to be a special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of
the earth. The Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye
were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: but
because the Lord loved you, and because He would keep the oath which He had
sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand. . . .
Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and the
judgments, which | command thee this day, to do them." Please read carefully the
whole of the seventh chapter of Deuteronomy, and think upon the word of the Lord.

(141.1)

Will you turn from a plain "Thus saith the Lord" after reading the history of Adam's
sin and fall? He fell because he discarded the words of the Lord and heeded the
words of Satan. Will it pay to transgress? By transgression Adam lost Eden. By the
transgression of God's commandments man will lose heaven, and an eternity of
bliss. These are no idle tales, but truth. Again | ask, On which side are you standing?



"If the Lord be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him."

(141.2)

Chapter 5 - A Solemn Appeal to Ministers

Call to a Higher Standard [SPECIAL TESTIMONIES
TO MINISTERS AND WORKERS (SERIES A, NO. 1,
1890), PAGES 1-15.]

Petoskey, Michigan, August 20, 1890.

Dear Brethren:

| cannot express to you my burden and distress of mind as the true condition of the
cause has been presented before me. There are men working in the capacity of
teachers of the truth who need to learn their first lessons in the school of Christ.
The converting power of God must come upon the hearts of the ministers, or they
should seek some other calling. If Christ's ambassadors realize the solemnity of
presenting the truth to the people, they will be sober, thoughtful men, workers
together with God. If they have a true sense of the commission which Christ gave
to His disciples, they will with reverence open the word of God and listen for
instruction from the Lord, asking for wisdom from heaven that, as they stand
between the living and the dead, they may realize that they must render an
account to God for the work coming forth from their hands.

(142.1)
A Joking Minister

What can the minister do without Jesus? Verily, nothing. Then if he is a frivolous,
joking man, he is not prepared to perform the duty laid upon him by the Lord.
"Without Me," says Christ, "ye can do nothing."” The flippant words that fall from his
lips, the trifling anecdotes, the words spoken to create a laugh, are all
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condemned by the word of God and are entirely out of place in the sacred desk.

(142.2)

| tell you plainly, brethren, unless the ministers are converted, our churches will be
sickly and ready to die. God's power alone can change the human heart and imbue
it with the love of Christ. God's power alone can correct and subdue the passions
and sanctify the affections. All who minister must humble their proud hearts,
submit their will to the will of God, and hide their life with Christ in God.



(143.1)

What is the object of the ministry? Is it to mix the comical with the religious? The
theater is the place for such exhibitions. If Christ is formed within, if the truth with its
sanctifying power is brought into the inner sanctuary of the soul, you will not have
jolly men, neither will you have sour, cross, crabbed men to teach the precious
lessons of Christ to perishing souls.

(143.2)

Our ministers need a transformation of character. They should feel that if their
works are not wrought in God, if they are left to their own imperfect efforts, they are
of all men the most miserable. Christ will be with every minister who, although he
may not have attained to perfection of character, is seeking most earnestly to
become Christlike. Such a minister will pray. He will weep between the porch and
the altar, crying in soul anguish for the Lord's presence to be with him; else he
cannot stand before the people, with all heaven looking upon him, and the angel's
pen taking note of his words, his deportment, and his spirit.

(143.3)

Oh, that men would fear the Lord! Oh, that they would love the Lord! Oh, that the
messengers of God would feel the burden of perishing souls! Then they would not
merely speechify; but they would have the power of God vitalizing their souls, and
their hearts
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would glow with the fire of God's love. Out of weakness they would become strong;
for they would be doers of the word. They would hear the voice of Jesus: "Lo, | am
with you alway." Jesus would be their teacher; and the word they minister would be
quick and powerful, sharper than any two-edged sword, and a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart. Just in proportion as the speaker appreciates the
divine presence and honors and trusts the power of God, is he acknowledged as a
laborer together with God. Just in this proportion does he become mighty through
God.

(143.4)

There needs to be an elevating, uplifting power, a constant growth in the
knowledge of God and the truth, on the part of one who is seeking the salvation of
souls. If the minister utters words drawn from the living oracles of God; if he
believes in and expects the cooperation of Christ, whose servant he is; if he hides
self and exalts Jesus, the world's Redeemer; his words will reach the hearts of his
hearers, and his work will bear the divine credentials. The Holy Spirit must be the
living agency to convince of sin. The divine agent presents to the speaker the
benefits of the sacrifice made upon the cross; and as the truth is brought in contact



with the souls present, Christ wins them to Himself, and works to transform their
nature. He is ready to help our infirmities, to teach, to lead, to inspire us with ideas
that are of heavenly birth.

(144.1)

How little can men do in the work of saving souls, and yet how much through Christ
if they are imbued with His spirit! The human teacher cannot read the hearts of his
hearers, but Jesus dispenses the grace that every soul needs. He understands the
capabilities of man, his weakness, and his strength. The Lord is working on the
human heart, and a minister can be to the souls who are listening to his words a
savor of death
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unto death, turning them away from Christ; or, if he is consecrated, devotional,
distrustful of self, but looking unto Jesus, he may be a savor of life unto life to souls
who are already under the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, and in whose hearts
the Lord is preparing the way for the messages which He has given to the human
agent. Thus the heart of the unbeliever is touched, and it responds to the message
of truth. "We are laborers together with God." The convictions implanted in the
heart, and the enlightenment of the understanding by the entrance of the word,
work in perfect harmony. The truth brought before the mind has power to arouse
the dormant energies of the soul. The Spirit of God working in the heart cooperates
with the working of God through His human instrumentalities. When ministers
realize the necessity of thorough reformation in themselves, when they feel that
they must reach a higher standard, their influence upon the churches will be
uplifting and refining.

(144.2)
Secret Faults to be Overcome

There are sinners in the ministry. They are not agonizing to enter in at the strait
gate. God does not work with them, for He cannot endure the presence of sin. It is
the thing that His soul hates. Even the angels that stood about His throne, whom
He loved, but who kept not their first estate of loyalty, God cast out of heaven with
their rebel leader. Holiness is the foundation of God's throne; sin is the opposite of
holiness; sin crucified the Son of God. If men could see how hateful sin is, they
would not tolerate it, nor educate themselves in it. They would reform in life and
character. Secret faults would be overcome. If you are to be saints in heaven, you
must first be saints upon the earth.

146

(145.1)

There is great need that our brethren overcome secret faults. The displeasure of
God, like a cloud, hangs over many of them. The churches are weak. Selfishness,



uncharitableness, covetousness, envy, evil-surmising, falsehood, theft, robbery,
sensuality, licentiousness, and adultery, stand registered against some who claim
to believe the solemn, sacred truth for this time. How can these accursed things be
cleansed out of the camp, when men who claim to be Christians are practicing
them constantly? They are somewhat careful of their ways before men, but they
are an offense to God. His pure eyes see, a withess records, all their sins, both
open and secret; and unless they repent and confess their sins before God, unless
they fall on the Rock and are broken, their sins will remain charged against them in
the books of record. Oh, fearful histories will be opened to the world at the
judgment--histories of sins never confessed, of sins not blotted out! Oh, that these
poor souls might see that they are heaping up wrath against the day of wrath! Then
the thoughts of the heart, as well as the actions, will be revealed. I tell you, my
brethren and sisters, there is need of humbling your souls before God. "Cease to
do evil," but do not stop here; "learn to do well." You can glorify God only by
bearing fruit to His glory.

(146.1)

Ministers, for Christ's sake, begin the work for yourselves. By your unsanctified
lives you have laid stumbling blocks before your own children and before
unbelievers. Some of you move by impulse, act from passion and prejudice, and
bring impure, tainted offerings to God. For Christ's sake cleanse the camp by
beginning, through the grace of Christ, the personal work of purifying the soul from
moral defilement. A jovial minister in the pulpit, or one who is stretching beyond his
measure to win praise, is a spectacle that
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crucifies the Son of God afresh and puts Him to open shame. There must be
thorough repentance, faith in our Saviour Jesus Christ, vigilant watchfulness,
unceasing prayer, and diligent searching of the Scriptures. God holds us
responsible for all that we might be if we would improve our talents. We shall be
judged according to what we ought to have been, but were not; what we might
have done, but did not accomplish because we did not use our powers to glorify
God. For all knowledge that we might have gained but did not, there will be an
eternal loss, even if we do not lose our souls. All our influence belongs to God. All
that we acquire is to be used to His glory. All the property that the Lord has
entrusted to us is to be held on the altar of God, to be returned to Him again. We
are working out our own destiny. May God help us all to be wise for eternity.

(146.2)

My brethren, we are living in a most solemn period of this earth's history. There is
never time to sin; it is always perilous to continue in transgression; but in a special
sense is this true at the present time. We are now upon the very borders of the
eternal world and stand in a more solemn relation to time and to eternity than ever
before. Now let every person search his own heart, and plead for the bright beams
of the Sun of Righteousness to expel all spiritual darkness and cleanse from



defilement. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Through faith, irrespective of feeling,
Jesus, the Author of our salvation, the Finisher of our faith, will, by His precious
grace, strengthen the moral powers, and the sinner may reckon himself "to be
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ." Simple faith, with
the love of Christ in the soul, unites the believer to God. While toiling in
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battle as a faithful soldier of Christ, he has the sympathy of the whole loyal
universe. The ministering angels are round about him to aid in the conflict, so that
he may boldly say, "The Lord is my helper," "the Lord is my strength and my
shield;" I shall not be overcome. "By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God."

(147.1)

The infinite wisdom and power of God are exerted in our behalf. The heavenly host
are surely fighting our battles for us. They are always looking with intense interest
upon the souls purchased by the Saviour's blood. They see, through the sacrifice
of Christ, the value of the human soul. It is always safe to be on the Lord's side, not
halfheartedly, but wholly. It is this halfhearted, indifferent, careless work that
separates your souls from Jesus, the source of your strength. Let this be your
prayer: "Take everything from me, let me lose property, worldly honor, everything,
but let Thy presence be with me." It is safe to commit the keeping of the soul to
God, who reigns over all heaven and earth.

(148.1)
Search the Scriptures and Pray in Faith

Will my ministering brethren see that they work circumspectly, that they heed the
charge of the apostle Paul to Titus: "Young men likewise exhort to be soberminded.
In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine showing
uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that
he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you"?
Titus 2:6-8; read also verses 11-15.

(148.2)

It was shown to me that on the part of the ministers in all our conferences, there is
a neglect to study the
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Scriptures, to search for the truth. If their minds were properly disciplined, and
were stored with the precious lessons of Christ, then at any time and in any
emergency they could draw from the treasure house of knowledge things both new
and old, to feed the church of God, giving to every man his portion of meat in due
season. If Christ is abiding in the soul, He will be as living fountain, "a well of water



springing up into everlasting life."
(148.3)

| tell you the things which | have seen, and which are true, that by well-directed,
persevering effort there might be many, very many, more souls brought to a
knowledge of the truth. Oh, the end is near! Who is ready for Christ to rise from His
throne to put on the garments of vengeance? Whose names are registered in the
Lamb's book of life? The names of those only will be there who follow the Lamb
whithersoever He goeth. Your erroneous ideas, your objectionable phases of
character, must be given up, and you must be clothed with the garments of Christ's
righteousness. Faith and love--how destitute are the churches of these! The
heavenly Merchantman counsels you, "Buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed; . . . and anoint
thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see." God forbid that those who are
preaching in our conferences should be like the foolish virgins, having lamps, but
destitute of the oil of grace which makes the lamp burn and give forth light. Oh, we
want more praying ministers--men who carry a solemn weight of souls--men who
have a faith that works by love and purifies the soul. Without faith it is impossible to
please God. How imperfect is faith in our churches! Why do we not believe the
Lord will do just as He says He will?
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(149.1)

We are God's servants, and to each of us He has given talents, both natural and
spiritual. As children of God, we should be constantly gaining in fitness for the
heavenly mansions which Christ told His disciples He was going away to prepare
for them. He who lays hold upon the righteousness of Christ may become a perfect
man in Christ Jesus. Working from a high standpoint, seeking to follow the
example of Christ, we shall grow up into His likeness, possessing more and more
refinement.

(150.1)

The Saviour prayed, "Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth." Those
who are disciplined by the truth will be doers of the word; they will be diligent Bible
readers, searching the Scriptures with an earnest desire to understand the will of
God, and to do His will intelligently.

(150.2)

Be Courteous

The ministers in our conferences need to walk carefully before God. The apostle's
injunction, "Be courteous," is greatly needed in their ministering, in watching for



souls as those who must give account, in seeking to save the erring. You may be
true to principle, you may be just, honest, and religious; but with it all you must
cultivate true tenderness of heart, kindness, and courtesy. If a person is in error, be
the more kind to him; if you are not courteous, you may drive him away from Christ.
Let every word you speak, even the tones of your voice, express your interest in,
and sympathy for, the souls that are in peril. If you are harsh, denunciatory, and
impatient with them, you are doing the work of the enemy. You are opening a door
of temptation to them, and Satan will represent you to them as one who knows not
the Lord Jesus. They will think
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their own way is right, and that they are better than you. How, then, can you win the
erring? They can recognize genuine piety, expressed in words and character. If
you would teach repentance, faith, and humility, you must have the love of Jesus in
your own hearts. The truth you believe is able to sanctify the soul and to fashion
and mold the whole man, not only to change his words and deportment, but to
abase pride and purify the soul temple from all defilement.

(150.3)
Bible Religion

Bible religion is very scarce, even among ministers. | mourn day and night for the
coarseness, the harshness, the unkindness in words and spirit, that is manifested
by those who claim to be children of the heavenly King, members of the royal
family. Such hardness of heart, such a want of sympathy, such harshness is
shown to those who are not special favorites, and it is registered in the books of
heaven as a great sin. Many talk of the truth, they preach the theory of the truth,
when the melting love of Jesus has not become a living, active element in their
character.

(151.1)

This is an age of almost universal apostasy, and those who claim to hold advanced
truth mislead the churches when they do not give evidence that their character and
works harmonize with the divine truth. The goodness, the mercy, the compassion,
the tenderness, the loving-kindness of God are to be expressed in the words,
deportment, and character of all who claim to be children of God, especially in
those who claim to be messengers sent by the Lord Jesus with the word of life to
save the perishing. They are enjoined by the Bible to put away all that is harsh and
coarse and rough in their character, and to be grafted into Christ, the living
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vine. They should bear the same quality of fruit that the vine bears. Thus only can
the branch be a true representation of the preciousness of the vine.

(151.2)



Christ came to our world to reveal the Father amid the gross darkness of error and
superstition which then prevailed. The disciples of Christ are to represent Him in
their everyday life, and thus the true light from heaven will shine forth in clear,
steady rays to the world; thus a character is revealed entirely different from that
which is seen in those who do not make the word of God their guide and standard.
A knowledge of God must be preserved amid the darkness that covers the world
and the gross darkness that envelops the people. Age after age the pure character
of Christ has been misrepresented by those who claimed to be believers in Him
and in the word of God. Hardness of heart has been cultivated. Love and kindness
and true courtesy have been fast disappearing from ministers and churches. What
can the universe of God think of this? Those who claim to be representatives of
Christ show rather the hardness of heart which is characteristic of Satan, which
made him unfit for heaven, unsafe to be there. And just so it will be with those who
know the truth and yet close the door of the heart against its sanctifying power. "It
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” The
servants of Christ are not only to be instruments through the preaching of Jesus to
lead men to repentance, but they are to continue their watchcare and interest by
keeping before the people, by precept and example, the Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. They are to sanctify themselves that their hearers also may be sanctified.
Thus all will grow in godliness, going on from grace to
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grace, until the ambassador for God can present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.
Then the ministerial office will be seen in its true, sacred character.

(152.1)
A Lowered Standard

But the standard of the ministry has been greatly lowered, and the Minister of the
true sanctuary is misrepresented before the world. God is ready to accept men as
His colaborers, and to make them the light of the world, agents through whom He
can graciously infuse light into the understanding. If the men who bear the
message have not Christ abiding in them, if they are not true,--and some are
not,--may the Lord awaken them from their deception before it shall be too late.
God wants men to be tenderhearted, compassionate, and to love as brethren.
Jesus is waiting for them to open the door, that He may come in and infuse into
their hearts the warmth of His love, His goodness, His tender compassion; that the
worker may in all his connection with humanity reveal the Saviour to the world.

(153.1)

Ministers too often act the part of critics, showing their aptness and sharpness in
controversy. Sabbath after Sabbath passes away, and scarcely an impression of
the grace of Christ is made upon the hearts and minds of the hearers. Thus the
ministry comes to be regarded as unimportant. All heaven is working for the
salvation of sinners; and when the poorest of the human family comes with



repentance to his Father, as did the prodigal son, there is joy among the heavenly
host. There is warmth and courtesy and love in heaven. Let ministers go before
God in prayer, confessing their sins, and with all the simplicity of a little child ask for
the blessings that they need. Plead for the warmth of

154

Christ's love, and then bring it into your discourses; and let no one have occasion
to go away and say that the doctrines you believe unfit you for expressing
sympathy with suffering humanity--that you have a loveless religion. The
operations of the Holy Spirit will burn away the dross of selfishness, and reveal a
love which is tried in the fire, a love that maketh rich. He who has these riches is in
close sympathy with Him who so loved us that He gave His life for our redemption.

(153.2)
Give Not Glory to Man

Paul, when speaking to the Corinthians, says, "We have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us." This is
what Christ taught His disciples: "Without Me ye can do nothing." Paul would
impress upon the minds of the ministers and people the reason why the gospel
was committed to weak and erring men--that man might not receive the honor due
to God only, but that God might receive all the glory. The ambassador is not to
congratulate himself and take to himself the honor of success, or even to divide the
honor with God, as if by his own power he had accomplished the work. Elaborate
reasoning or argumentative demonstrations of doctrines seldom impress upon the
hearer the sense of his need and his peril. Simple, brief statements, from a heart
made soft and sympathetic by the love of Christ, will be as the grain of mustard
seed, to which Christ Himself likened His utterances of divine truth. He throws into
the soul the vital energy of His Spirit, to make the seed of truth germinate and bear
fruit.

(154.1)

Will my brethren take heed that no glory is given to men? Will they acknowledge
that Christ does the work upon the human heart, and not they themselves? Will
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my ministering brethren plead with God alone in secret prayer for His presence
and His power? Dare not to preach another discourse until you know, by your own
experience, what Christ is to you. With hearts made holy through faith in the
righteousness of Christ, you can preach Christ, you can lift up the risen Saviour
before your hearers; with hearts subdued and melted with the love of Jesus you
can say, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world."

(154.2)

Cultivate Faith and Love



There is a sad neglect of reading the Bible and searching it with humble hearts for
yourselves. Take no man's explanation of Scripture, whatever his position, but go
to the Bible and search for the truth yourselves. After hearing Jesus, the
Samaritans said, "Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard
Him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world."
There is the mine of truth. Sink the shaft deep, and you will possess that
knowledge which is of highest value to you. Many have become lazy and criminally
neglectful in regard to the searching of the Scriptures, and they are as destitute of
the Spirit of God as of the knowledge of His word. We read in the Revelation made
to John, of some who had a name to live while they were dead. Yes, there are
many such among us as a people, many who claim to be alive, while they are dead.
My brethren, unless the Holy Spirit is actuating you as a vital principle, unless you
are obeying its prompting, depending on its influences, laboring in the strength of
God, my message to you from God is: "You are under a delusion which may prove
fatal to your souls. You must be converted. You must receive light before you can
give light. Place
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yourselves under the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness.” Then you can
say with Isaiah, "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee." You must cultivate faith and love. "The Lord's hand is not shortened,
that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear." Seek the Lord. Rest
not until you know that Christ is your Saviour.

(155.1)

| wish you, my brethren, to bear in mind that Bible religion never destroys human
sympathy. True Christian courtesy needs to be taught and acted, to be carried into
all your intercourse with your brethren and with worldlings. There is need of far
more love and courtesy in our families than is now revealed. When our ministering
brethren shall drink in the spirit of Christ daily, they will be truly courteous, and will
not consider it weakness to be tenderhearted and pitiful, for this is one of the
principles of the gospel of Christ. Christ's teaching softened and subdued the soul.
The truth received into the heart will work a renovation in the soul. Those who love
Jesus will love the souls for whom He died. The truth planted in the heart will reveal
the love of Jesus and its transforming power. Anything harsh, sour, critical,
domineering, is not of Christ, but proceeds from Satan. Coldness, heartlessness,
want of tender sympathy, are leavening the camp of Israel. If these evils are
permitted to strengthen as they have done for some years in the past, our
churches will be in a deplorable condition. Every teacher of the truth needs the
Christlike principle in his character. There will be no frowns, no scolding, no
expressions of contempt, on the part of any man who is cultivating the graces of
Christianity. He feels that he must be a partaker of the divine nature, and he must
be replenished from the exhaustless fountain of heavenly grace,
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else he will lose the milk of human kindness out of his soul. We must love men for



Christ's sake. It is easy for the natural heart to love a few favorites, and to be partial
to these special few; but Christ bids us love one another as He has loved us. "The
wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.
And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace."

(156.1)

You have a serious, solemn work to do to prepare the way of the Lord. You need
the heavenly unction, and you may have it. "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in
My name, He will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My name: ask, and
ye shall receive, that your joy may be full." Who can be trifling, who can engage in
frivolous, common talk, while by faith he sees the Lamb that was slain pleading
before the Father as the intercessor of the church upon earth?

(157.1)

By faith let us look upon the rainbow round about the throne, the cloud of sins
confessed behind it. The rainbow of promise is an assurance to every humble,
contrite, believing soul, that his life is one with Christ, and that Christ is one with
God. The wrath of God will not fall upon one soul that seeks refuge in Him. God
Himself has declared, "When | see the blood, | will pass over you." "The bow shall
be in the cloud; and | will look upon it, that | may remember the everlasting
covenant.”

(157.2)

It is Christ that loves the world with a love that is infinite. He gave His precious life.
He was the Only Begotten of the Father. He is risen again from the dead, and is at
the right hand of God, making intercession for us. That same Jesus, with His
humanity glorified,
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with no cessation of His love, is our Saviour. He has enjoined upon us to love one
another as He has loved us. Will we then cultivate this love? Shall we be like
Jesus?

(157.3)

Many of the Jews came and listened as Christ revealed the mysteries of salvation,
but they came not to learn; they came to criticize, to catch Him in some
inconsistency, that they might have something with which to prejudice the people.
They were content with their knowledge, but the children of God must know the
voice of the true Shepherd. Is not this a time when it would be highly proper to fast
and pray before God? We are in danger of variance, in danger of taking sides on a
controverted point; and should we not seek God in earnestness, with humiliation of
soul, that we may know what is truth?--Review and Herald, February 18, 1890.



(158.1)

Take heed lest by your example you place other souls in peril. It is a terrible thing to
lose our own soul, but to pursue a course that will cause the loss of other souls is
still more terrible. That our influence should be a savor of death unto death is a
terrible thought, and yet it is possible. With what earnestness, then, we should
guard our thoughts, our words, our habits, our dispositions. God calls for personal
holiness. Only by revealing the character of Christ can we cooperate with Him in
saving souls.--Review and Herald, December 22, 1904.

(158.2)

Chapter 6 - Human Needs and Divine Supply
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Reasons for Inefficiency, and the Remedy

Melbourne, Australia, July 3, 1892.

| would address those who preach the word: "The entrance of Thy words giveth
light; it giveth understanding unto the simple." All the advantages and privileges
that may be multiplied for your benefit, that you should be educated and trained,
rooted and grounded in the truth, will be